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NO  LESS  A  J6W—  To  most  Orthodox  Jews,  belief  is  Jesus  is  incompatible  with 
their  heritage  But  it  isn’t  to  Baruch  Maoz.  leader  of  Grace  and  Truth  Assembly  near 
Tel  Aviv,  and  some  3,000  other  Messianic  Jews  in  Israel  "What  does  it  mean  to  be 
a  part  of  any  nation?"  Maoz  asks  "You  identify  with  its  past,  with  its  present  and 
with  its  future"  (BP)  PHOTO  By  Joanna  Pinneo 


read  a  Jewish  Sabbath  service.  "I  see  myself  as  a  Jew," 
Choresh  comments,  "a  Jew  who  believes  in  Jesus  "  (BP) 
PHOTO  By  Joanna  Pinneo 


’SHABBAT  SHALOM’  —  Like  countless  Jews  in  Israel,  this 
Messianic  family  wishes  each  other  "the  peace  of  the  Sab¬ 
bath”  in  traditional  Jewish  fashion  Esther  and  Ya'acov  Choresh 
and  their  daughter,  Odeliya.  light  candles,  break  bread  and 


In  ^ 
hutijrrship 


Jewish  believers  weather 
multitude  of  challenges 

n A  A  1  _  A  __  1 


By  Art  Toalston 

JERUSALEM  (BP)  —  Messianic  end,  turn  to  the  rabbis  to  find  the  or  “make  Jews  into  Gentiles,” 
Jews  are  battling  for  their  Jewish-  ultimate  definition  of  being  Jewish,”  believers  say. 
ness.  says  Avner  Boskey,  one  of  the  leaders  Messianic  Jews  face  an  even  more 

No  longer  are  they  truly  Jewish,  of  a  Jerusalem  congregation.  “Rather,  intense  challenge  from  ultra- 
their  critics  claim.  The  issue  is  their  we  need  to  turn  to  Yeshua  the  Messiah  Orthodox  or  Hasidic  Jews,  also  known 
belief  in  Jesus,  or  Yeshua  (ye-SHU-  to  do  that.  The  leaven  of  the  Pharisees  as  blacks  because  of  the  black  hats 
uh),  as  they  call  him  in  Hebrew.  that  Yeshua  talked  about  is  the  same  and  coats  the  men  wear.  They  com- 
“Any  rabbi  will  tell  you  there  is  no  leaven  which  refused  to  accept  his  prise  only  five  to  seven  percent  of  the 
room  within  traditional  Judaism  for  divinity  and  Messiahship,  and  these  population,  yet  wield  a  dispropor- 
any  such  belief,”  says  Pinhas  Peli,  a  people  ended  up  writing  the  Thlmud,”  tionate  amount  of  clout  because  they 
Jerusalem  Post  columnist  and  pro-  ancient  writings  interpreting  the  are  wooed  by  Israel’s  two  major 
fessor  of  Jewish  thought  and  Jewish  Bible.  political  parties, 

literature  at  Ben  Gurion  University  in  Theology  fails  to  impress  at  least  a  Ultra-Orthodox  Jews  hurled  stones 
Be’er  Sheva.  dozen  organizations  devoted  to  assail-  into  a  Tiberias  congregation's  worship 

“Claiming  to  beJaoth  a  Jew  and  a  ing  Messianic  Jews.  Several  leaders  services  during  asix-month  period  in 
Messianic  believer  is  a  contradiction  in  the  best-known  group,  Yad  LAchim,  1985.  On  several  occasions,  believers 
in  terms  and  an  aberration  of  refused  to  be  interviewed  for  this  have  been  roughed  up.  Newspapers, 
Judaism.  Once  you  leave  the  Jewish  story.  Believers  say  Yad  LAchim  fearing  Hasidic  protests,  will  not  ac- 
religion  or  add  to  it  something  which  periodically  harasses  congregational  cept  Messianic  advertisements,  a  con 
is  not  genuine,  you  stop  being  a  Jew.”  leaders  by  gathering  information  gregational  leader  says. 

But  this  small  minority  —  about  about  them,  often  meshing  it  with  And  Ultra -Orthodox  Jews  often 
3,000  in  a  nation  of  4.4  million  people  falsehoods,  and  disseminating  the  pressure  local  officials  to  use  zoning 
—  is  intent  on  “remaining  Jewish  in  mishmash  in  neighborhoods  and  to  regulations  against  Messianic  con- 
a  meaningful  sense,”  says  Baruch  municipal  and  national  officials.  gregations. 

Maoz,  leader  of  a  Messianic  con-  A  poster  with  a  photo  of  one  Mes-  Messianic  Jews  are  not  open- 
gregation  in  the  Tbl  Aviv  area.  And  sianic  couple  and  their  toddler  son  minded  when  it  comes  to  pleas  to 
they  are  unwavering  in  their  convic-  warned :  “Watch  out  for  these  people,  refrain  from  evangelizing.  “We  do  not 
tion  that  Jewish  Scriptures,  in  Maoz 's  They  love  you  because  they  want  you  have  the  right  to  compromise 
words,  “find  fulfillment  nowhere  else  to  love  Jesus.”  Yad  LAchim's  tactics  on  ...  the  Great  Commission  which 
but  in  Christ  as  described  in  the  New  also  include  demonstrations.  And  *  the  Jewish  Messiah  gave  to  us  in  Mat- 
Testament.”  some  believers  claim  the  group  bugs  thew  28,”  Boskey  says. 

“We  live  our  lives  as  Jews  in  every  telephones,  opens  mail  and  breaks  in-  The  Apostle  Paul  in  Romans  1  said 
sense,  except  those  that  deny  Christ,”  to  homes.  the  gospel  should  go  “to  the  Jew  first," 


C/iwt/an  Wilneu 


Maoz  says.  He  and  his  family  observe 
Passover,  for  example,  because  ‘It’s 
part  of  our  history.  I’m  glad  that  my 
forefathers  left  Egypt.  God  brought 
them  out,  and  that  is  something  to. 
celebrate.” 


Antagonists  often  label  Messianics 
as  missionaries,  which  in  Israel  is  “on¬ 
ly  slightly  more  positive  than  being 
called  a  child  molester.”  one  believer 
says.  The  term  has  been  twisted  to 
mean  “a  soul  robber,"  one  seeking  to 


lie  says.  And  the  Apostle  Peter  in  Acts 
4  told  Jews  “there  is  no  other  name 
under  heaven”  for  salvation,  lb  fail  to 
take  the  gospel  to  the  Jews  would  be 
the  “Great  Omission,”  Boskey  says. 

Art  Toalston  writes  for  the  Foreign 
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Jewish  believers  “cannot,  in  the  “steal  Jews  away  from  their  heritage"  Mission  Board. 
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Editorials  .  .  .  by  Don  McGregor 
What  next,  Southern  Baptists? 


Guest  opinion  .  .  . 

The  gambling  ship 


The  recent  televised  interviews  by 
newsman  Bill  Moyers  of  such 
Southern  Baptist  personalities  as  Paul 
Pressler,  W.  A.  Criswell,  and  Daniel 
Vestal  leaves  one  wondering  just  what 
was  indeed  the  real  reason  for  the 
Southern  Baptist  takeover  operation 
that  came  to  the  surface  at  the 
Houston  convention  in  1979. 

Pressler  is  the  Houston  appeals 
court  judge  who  was  declared  to  be 
the  architect  of  the  beginning  of  the 
takeover  in  1979  and  who  many  have 
felt  has  been  calling  the  signals  since. 

Criswell  is  pastor  of  First  Church, 
Dallas. 

Vestal  is  pastor  of  First  Church, 
Midland.  He  is  a  decidedly  conser¬ 
vative  pastor  who  is  a  member-of  the 
SBC  Peace  Committee.  Though  con¬ 
servative,  he  continues  to  speak  out  in 
opposition  To  the  activities  of  the 
Pressler  operation. 

Moyers  was  ordained  as  a  Southern 
Baptist  preacher.  He  grew  up  in  Mar¬ 
shall,  Texas,  and  is  a  graduate  of 
Baylor  University  and  Southwestern 
Seminary.  He  got  into  news  work  by 
becoming  the  press  secretary  for 
President  Lyndon  B.  Johnson  and  has 
been  involved  in  it  since  that  time.  His 
home  church  is  Central  Baptist 
Church,  Marshall. 

The  Moyers  interview  of  the  per¬ 
sonalities  mentioned  continues  to  be 
significant  due  to  the  continuation  of 
efforts  to  change  the  nature  of  the 
Baptist  Joint  Committee  on  Public  Af¬ 
fairs  if,  indeed,  not  to  do  away  with  it 
altogether,  and  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention’s  Christian  Life  Commis¬ 
sion.  Southern  Baptists,  of  course, 
have  no  direct  input  into  the  Baptist 
Joint  Committee  on  Public  Affairs  ex¬ 
cept  through  the  SBC  Public  Affairs 
Committee,  which  is  the  Southern 
Baptist  presence  on  the  Baptist  Joint 
Committee. 

And  that  brings  two  more  per¬ 
sonalities  into  play.  Sam  Currin  of 
North  Carolina  is  chairman  of  the 
Public  Affairs  Committee.  He  is  a 
judge  in  that  state  and  was  recom¬ 
mended  for  such  a  position  by  Jesse 
Helms,  also  a  Southern  Baptist  and  a 
decidedly  conservative  voice  in  the 
United  States  Senate.  Currin  was 
nominated  for  appointment  tq  a 
federal  judgeship  by  President 
Ronald  Reagan  upon  recommenda¬ 
tion  by  Helms  but  was  not  affirmed. 
His  appointment  to  his  present  posi¬ 
tion  came  at  the  hands  of  the  North 
Carolina  governor. 

A  word  of  explanation  is  in  order  at 
this  point.  The  Baptist  Record  had 
discontinued  the  use  of  the  term  “fun¬ 
damentalist"  at  the  request  of  the 
more  conservative  group  in  the  con-, 
vention;  but  we  have  continued  the 
use  of  the  term  "moderate,’’  though 
that  group  does  not  like  that  desgina- 


tion  either.  Pressler,  however,  con¬ 
tinues  to  use  the  term  'liberal"  in 
referring  to  the  moderates;  so  there 
seems  to  be  little  need  to  try  to  avoid 
using  “fundamentalist”  if  the  term  is 
needed  for  designations. 

Both  groups  are  conservative.  In 
spite  of  Pressler's  continued  use  of 
“liberal,”  the  number  of  liberals 
among.  Southern  Baptists  is  so  in¬ 
finitesimal  in  number  as  to  be  com¬ 
pletely  negligible. 

The  struggle  is  not  between  conser¬ 
vatives  and  liberals  but  between  two 
groups  of  conservatives  with  varying 
ideologies. - _ 

The  second  personality  to  be  added 
to  the  discussion  is  a  man  named  Les 
Csorba  of  Virginia.  He  is  engaged  to 
be  married  to  Pressler’s  daughter. 
And  he  is  a  member  of  the  SBC  Public 
Affairs  Committee.  Csorba  is  the 
editor  of  a  publication  called  Ac¬ 
curacy  in  Academia.  The  intent  is  to 
monitor  the  lectures  of  professors  in 
state  universities. 

The  term  “fundamentalist”  does 
not  really  describe  the  group  of  peo¬ 
ple  who  are  under,  discussion  at  this 
point.  Fundamentalism  has  nothing  to 
do  with  their  effort.  There  are  people 
who  would  call  themselvesjundamen- 
talists  who  would  not  agree  with  the 
group  on  the  points  to  be  mentioned. 

\ye  will  call  the  group  ultra  conser¬ 
vatives.  They  have  been  upset  with  the 
officials  of  the  Baptist  Joint  Commit¬ 
tee  because  of  their  inability  to  cause 
that  nine-convention  representative 
body  to  go  before  the  U.S.  Congress  in 
support  of  anti-abortion  legislation 
and  in  support  of  organized  prayer  in 
public  schools. 

The  Baptist  Joint'  Committee, 
however,  by  its  statement  of  operation, 
deals  only  in  matters  of  church  and 
state,  or  religious  liberty  ,  and  abor¬ 
tion  falls  instead  into  a  moral 
category.  Surely  the  staff  members  of 
the  Baptist  Joint  Committee  oppose 
abortion,  but  they  are  not  free  to 
speak  officially  in  opposition  to  it. 

Prayer  in  public  schools  is  another 
matter.  The  fact  is  that  such  prayer 
would  be  contrary  to  the  First  Amend¬ 
ment  to  the  constitution,  for  it  would 
be  in"direct  contradition  to  the  separa¬ 
tion  of  church  and  state. 

While  prayer  in  public  schools 
sounds  fine  to  conservative  Pro¬ 
testants  living  in  conservative  Protes¬ 
tant  areas,  it  would  not  be  as  accep¬ 
table  in  Utah,  where  Mormons  form 
the  dominant  group  Conservative 
Protestants  would  not  be  willing  to  ac¬ 
cept  their  concepts  of  prayer  in  every 
case. 

If  in  Mississippi  a  Mormon  child 
were  to  attend  public  school  and  there 
were  a  prayer  time  in  that  school,  the 
Mormon  child  would  have  to  be  ask¬ 


ed  to  pray  on  occasion,  or  the  school 
would  be  guilty  of  discrimination,  an 
attitude  the  courts  would  not  and 
should  not  tolerate  in  the  public 
school.  . 

In  1986  in  Atlanta  there  was  a  mo¬ 
tion  to  discontinue  SBC  funding  for  the 
Baptist  Joint  Committee.  Instead,  by 
a  close  vote,  the  convention  referred 1 
the  matter  to  the  SBC  Executive  Com¬ 
mittee.  That  committee  appointed  a 
fact-finding  committee  which  includ¬ 
ed  James  Yates,  pastor  of  First 
Church,  Yazoo  City.  The  fact-finding 
committee’s  recommendation  was  to 
continue  to  work  through  the  Baptist 
Joint  Committee.  Pressler  was  a 
member  of  the  fact-finding  commit¬ 
tee  and  supported  its  recommenda¬ 
tion  though  he  had  been  critical  of  the 
Baptist  Joint  Committee.  The  recom¬ 
mendation  passed  at  the  convention 
in  St.  Louis  in  1987.  Its  passing, 
however,  changed  the  make  up  of  the 
Public  Affairs  Committee,  making  it 
possible  to  have  an  ultra  conservative 
majority  immediately. 

Even  though  the  convention  voted  to 
continue  to  work  through  the  Baptist 
Joint  Committee,  shortly  after  the 
convention  members  of  the  Public  Af¬ 
fairs  Committee  began  to  search  for 
ways  to  change  that.  Csorba  made  the 
motion  and  the  committee  voted  in  a 
split  decision  to  ask  that  the  SBC  Ex-* 
ecutive  Committee  channel  SBC 
funds  earmarked  for  the  Baptist  Joint 
Committee  through  the  Public  Affairs 
Committee.  That  issue  may  come  up 
at  the  Executive  Committee’s  meeting 
next  week. 

Later  three  officers  at  the  SBC 
Christian  Life  Commission  and  four 
members  of  the  Public  Affairs  Com¬ 
mittee  got  together  without  any  of¬ 
ficial  notice  to  discuss  the  merger  of 
the  two  bodies.  The  Christian  Life 
Commission  is  an  agency  with  com¬ 
missioners  who  can  make  decisions, 
though  this  one  would  take  convention 
action.  The  Public  Affairs  Committee 
is  a  standing  committee  of  the  conven¬ 
tion  and  has  no  decision  making 
power. 

In  the  televised  interview,  Moyers 
asked  Pressler  about  his  membership 
in  an  organization  called  the  National 
Council  on  Policy.  The  intent  of  this 
council  is  to  create  a  conservative  in¬ 
fluence  on  political  thinking  in  the 
United  States.  Pressler  confirmed 
membership  but  refused  to  answer 
the  question  and  terminated  the 
interview. 

The  National  Council  on  Policy  is 
funded  in  part  by  the  Coors  Brewery 
in  Colorado.  This  company  is  involv¬ 
ed  in  conservative  politics.  On  Aug.  28 
of  last  year  at  a  ranch  near  Dallas. 
Joseph  Coors,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pressler, 
and  Paige  Patterson  joined  others  in 


By  Nathan  L.  Barber 


Gambling,  in  one  form  or  another, 
is  an  issue  which  has  surfaced 
regularly  in  our  state  for  a  number  of 
years  now.  Proponents  of  legalized 
gambling  in  our  state  generally  at¬ 
tempt  to  tie  it  to  very  worthy  causes 
to  convince  legislators  to  support  it. 

An  example  of  this  tactic  has  been 
the  attempt  in  the  past  to  promote 
legalized  gambling  as  the  long  sought 
after  answer  for  better  education  and 
increased  teachers’  salaries.  The 
“answer  for  a  worthy  cause”  tactic  is 
again  being  utilized  here  on  the  Gulf 
Coast  by  proponents  of  legalized 
gambling. 

Tourism  is  the  worthy  cause  this 
time  around,  and  a  casino  boat  is  be¬ 
ing  touted  as  the  answer.  (Strangely 
enough,  some  of  the  officials  who  are 
suggesting  a  sagging  tourism  in¬ 
dustry  are  the  same  ones  pushing  for 
another  new  hotel.  It  is  a  proposed 
multi-million  dollar  hotel  to  be  built 
just  a  dice  throw  from  the  site  of  the 
docked  floating  casino! ) 

Many  of  us  on  the  coast,  and  we 
hope  many  others  throughout  the 
state,  are  unwilling  to  believe  that 
legalized  gambling  is  the  panacea 
which  some  officials  would  have  us 
think.  It  is,  however,  a  panacea  for 
those  who  would  have  us  believe  that 
you  really  can  get  something  of  value 
for  little  or  nothing.  Let  me  propose, 
instead,  that; 

(1)  Gambling  is  a  painful  symptom 
of  our  present  materialistic.approach 
to  life. 

(2)  Gambling  exploits  the  greed  of 
man;  greed  is  the  primary  motivation 
of  gambling.  Let  it  be  further  noted 
that  gambling  establishment  owners 
are  not  in  business  for  a  public  service 
but  for  personal  profit. 

(3)  Gambling  is  in  direct  opposition 
to  the  biblical  work  ethic. 

hosting  a  reception  and  dinner  with 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Howard  Phillips  as  a 
fund  raiser  for  the  Conservative 
Caucus  Foundation.  The  dinner  was 
$1,000  per  couple.  Phillips  is  head  of 
the  conservative  caucus. 

Pressler  has  continued  to  maintain 
that  he  was  pulled  into  this  con¬ 
troversy  because  five  students  at 
Baylor  University  asked  him  to  check 
out  a  religion  text  book.  If  the  book 
was  a  problem  it  should  have  been 
removed,  and  it  has  been.  It  hardly 
seems  likely  that  such  an  incident 
would  have  sparked  the  turmoil  that 
we  have  had.  Not  only  is  the  move¬ 
ment  threatening  the  Baptist  Joint 
Committee,  but  there  are  fears  that 
the  Christian  Life  Commission  may 
be  altered  and  Baptist  Press,  the 
denomination's  news  gathering  agen¬ 
cy  decimated  as  well. 

Pressler  has  not  hidden  his 
dissatisfaction  with  Baptist  Press  and 
has  indicated  he  feels  changes  should 
be  made.  Any  design  for  alteration  at 
this  point,  however,  surely  is  not 


(4)  Gambling  undermines  the  in¬ 
tegrity  of  honest  and  hardworking  law 
enforcement  officers. 

-^(5)'  Gambling  in  a  particular  place, 
such  as  the  Mississippi  Sound,  con¬ 
fuses  our  youth  as  to  why  it  is  right  in 
one  place  and  wrong  in  another. 

(6)  Gambling  of  one  kind,  petty  or 
not,  preconditions  communities  and 
states  to  gambling  of  all  kinds,  thus 
Pandora’s  Box  is  opened. 

(7)  Gambling  legalized  for  a 
floating  casino  is  only  “the  (pot  in  the 
door."  People  in  other  areas  of  our 
state  need  to  recognize  that  gambling 
in  their  own  backyard  is  only  one  un¬ 
contested  law  away.  I  believe  the 
courts  will  view  gambling  in  one  part 
of  the  state  as  discriminatory  against 
another  part  of  the  state  and  judicial¬ 
ly  legalize  it  all  ovej’  the  state. 

(8)  Gahibling  is  a  regressive  iry. 
dustry ;  it  produces  no  new  money  for 
a  community.  Gambling  redistributes 
wealth  to  a  few  at  the  expense  of  the 
community. 

Those  of  us  on  the  coast  who  oppose 
gambling  need  the  help  of  people  all 
over  the  state  to  combat  this  threat. 
It  would  be  helpful  to  write  or  call 
state  senators  and  representatives  to 
inform  them  of  opposition  to  legaliz¬ 
ed  gambling  in  any  form  in  any  area 
of  the  state.  They  need  to  know  that 
their  votes  on  this  issue,  will  be  wat¬ 
ched  if  it  comes  up  for  consideration. 
Many  of  our  coast  politicians  already 
have  been  preconditioned  toward 
gambling  and  will  always  votb  for  it.  j 
Only  a  few  have  stood  against  it. 

Thsi  is  going  to  affect  every  com¬ 
munity  in  Mississippi  as  well  as  the 
Gulf  Coast.  Mississippi  does  not  need 
gambling. 

Nathan  L.  Barber  is  pastor  of  First 
Church,  Bay  St.  louis. 

- 

related  to  theology,  for  Baptist  Press 
does  not  deal  in  theology.  It  simply 
reports  the  news.  Yet  Pressler  con¬ 
tinues  to  say  that  the  controversy  is 
over  scripture. 

Bring  bapk  together  four  of  the  per¬ 
sonalities  already  mentioned.  They 
are  Paul  Pressler;  his  future  son-in- 
law,  Les  Csorba;  Sam  Currin,  the 
North  Carolina  judge;  and  Jesse 
Helms,  the  ultra  conservative  U.S. 
senator.  A  common  tie  that  binds 
them  all  together  is  interest  in  the 
Baptist  Joint  Committee. 

And  a  fifth  person  is  beginning  to 
emerge.  He  is  Richard  Land,  a  close 
associate  of  Pressler’s.  Land  has  been 
hailed  as  the  architect  of  the  plan  to 
merge  the  Christian  Life  Commission 
and  the  Public  Affairs  Committee. 
Land  is  a  member  of  the  SBC  Public 
Affairs  Committee. 

Moyers'  question  was  to  ask  for  an 
explanation  of  what  he  called  “the 
growing  connection”  between  the 
religious  right  and  the  political  right. 

There  was  no  answer. 
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Agencies  join  forces 
to  staff  prayer  room 


The  Second  Front  Page 


By  Terri  Lackey 


NASHVILLE  (BP)  -  Creating  a 
spirit  of  unity  during  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention  meeting  June  14-16 
in  Sah  Antonio,  is  the  purpose  behind 
five  Southern  Baptist  agencies  joining 
forces  to  staff  a  prayer  room  during 
the  sessions. 

Representatives  from  the  Southern 
Baptist  Home  Mission  Board,  Foreign 
Mission  Board,  Sunday  School  Board, 
Brotherhood  Commission  and 
Woman’s  Missionary  Union  have  all 
pledged  to  staff  the  prayer  room  at  the 
Henry  Gonzales  Convention  Center 

“We  hope  people  respond  to  the  con¬ 
troversy  in  the  Southern  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention  by  coming  to  pray,”  said 
Avery  Willis,  manager  of  the  leader¬ 


ship  development  section  in  the 
church  training  department  at  the 
Sunday  School  Board. 

“The  prayer  room  will  be  open 
whenever  the  convention  center  is 
open,”  Willis  said.  “Each  agency  will 
take  so  many  hours  each  day,  and  will 
be  responsible  for  having  someone 
there  during  those  times.  We  hope 
there  will  always  be  people  there  We 
hope  at  times  it  will  be  overflowing,” 
he  added.  * 

Willis  said  the  groups  have  not 
planned  an  organized  prayer  agenda. 

“We  just  want  people  to  go  there  to 
pray,”  he  said. 

Terri  Lackey  writes  far  the  Sanday 
School  Board. 


Drummond  to  be  nominee 
to  Southeastern  Seminary 


By  Marv  Knox 


ST.  LOUIS  (BP)  —  Lewis  A.  Drum¬ 
mond  has  been  recommended  to  be 
the  next  president  of  Southeastern 
Seminary  in  Wake  Forest,  N.C. 

Drummond,  61,  is  the  Billy  Graham 
Professor  of  Evangelism  and  ad¬ 
ministrative  director  of  the  Billy 
Graham  Center  for  Evangelism  at 
Southern  Seminary  in  Louisville,  Ky. 

Drummond  was  the  unanimous 
choice  of  Southeastern’s  12-member 
presidential  search  committee,  which 
met  Feb.  11-12  in  St.  Louis,  announc¬ 
ed  Chairman  Robert  D.  Crowley, 
pastor  of  Montrose  Church  in 
Rockville,  Md.,  and  chairman  of  the 
seminary  trustee  board. 

The  search  committee  interviewed 
three  “very,  very  serious  candidates” 
for  the  presidency  during  the  St  Louis 
meeting,  Crowley  said.  In  addition  to 
Drummond,  they  were  Charles  L. 
Chaney,  assistant  to  the  chancellor 
and  dean  of  the  Courts  Redford  School 
of  Theology  and  Church  Vocations  at 
Southwest  Baptist  University  in 
Bolivar,  Mo.,  and  Paige  Patterson, 
president  of  the  Criswell  Center  for 
Biblical  Studies  in  Dallas. 

“After  the  interviews  of  all  three,  the 
committee  discussed  all  three  very 
carefully,  had  a  period  of  prayer  and 
conducted  an  open  vote,”  Crowley 
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reported.  “Dr.  Drummond  was  the 
unanimous  choice.” 

Crowley  told  Baptist  Press,  “The 
search  committee  wanted  to  move  to 
a  spirit  of  peace  and  reconciliation, 
and  the  committee  felt  Dr.  Drum¬ 
mond  was  the  person  to  bring  this 
spirit.” 

If  Drummond  is  elected  by  the  full 
board  of  trustees  when  they  meet 
March  14-15,  his  tenure  will  be  effec¬ 
tive  April  1,  Crowley  said,  adding 
Drummond  currently  is  on  sabbatical 
and  would  be  available  immediately. 

“We  have  asked  Dr.  Lolley  to  be 
there  (at  Southeastern)  through  the 
graduation  ceremonies  this  spring,” 
Crowley  added. 

Crowley  noted  Drummond  is  “a 
subscriber  to  the  Baptist  Fhith  and 
Message  Statement  and  very  conser¬ 
vative  in  his  theology.” 

He  is  a  graduate  of  Samford  Univer¬ 
sity  in  Birmingham,  Ala.,  and 
Southwestern  Seminary  in  Fort 
Worth,  and  earned  a  doctor  of 
philosophy  degree  from  King’s  Col¬ 
lege  of  the  University  of  London  He 
has  done  po6t-doctoral  study  at  Ox¬ 
ford  University  in  Oxford,  England, 
and  Spurgeon's  College 

Marv  Knox  is  BP  feature  editor. 


DALLAS  (BP)  -  Annuity  Board 
trustees  unanimously  voted  in  their 
Feb.  1-2  meeting  to  ask  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention  and  its  Executive 
Committee  for  approval  to  develop 
new  property  and  casualty  insurance 
programs  and  new  retirement  plans. 

If  the  proposals  are  approved,  the 
Annuity  Board  expects  to  begin  offer¬ 
ing  new  insurance  programs  in¬ 
cluding  church-owned  property 
coverage,  general  liability,  workers’ 
compensation,  bus  liability,  day-care 
liability,  and  minister’s  malpractice 
insurance. 

Also,  if  approved,  the  proposals 
would  allow  the  Annuity  Board  to  of¬ 
fer  retirement  plans  under  “tax- 
qualified”  plans  rather  than  “not  for 
profit”  plans. 

The  insurance  recommendation  re¬ 
quires  Southern  Baptist  Convention 
approval  since  it  requires  a  change  in 


the  board’s  program  statement.  The 
proposal  is  expected  to  be  acted  on 
during  the  SBC  Executive  Commit¬ 
tee’s  Feb.  22-24  meeting  in  Nashville 
Darold  H.  Morgan,  Annuity  Board 
president,  told  trustees  he  does  not  an¬ 
ticipate  any  problem  with  amending 
the  program  statement  since  the  SBC 
Executive  Committee  had  requested 
the  Annuity  Board  to  study  the 
program.  l. 

In  the  retirement  planproposqfc  the 
Annuity  Board  is  seekhfg  approval  to 
charter  subsidiary  corporations 
which  would  offer  “tax  qualified" 
retirement  plans  to  SBC  institutions. 
The  charter  and  bylaws  currently  per¬ 
mit  the  board  to  offer  only  403(b) 
plans,  which  are  specifically  for  not- 
for-profit  organizations. 

Baptist  institutions  such  as 
hospitals  and  colleges  sometimes 
prefer  to  use  401(a)  and  401(k)  tax- 


qualified  plans  which  are  under 
ERISA  (Employee  Retirement  In¬ 
come  Security  Act)  guidelines.  Pass¬ 
ed  in  1974,  ERISA  established 
minimum  standards  for  company 
pension  plans.  The  403(b)  plans  such 
as  the  Church  Annuity  Plan  and  Con¬ 
vention  Annuity  Plan  are  free  from 
ERISA  provisions. 

In  his  1987  report  Morgan  told  the 
trustees  that  expanded  Church  Annui¬ 
ty  Plan  adoptions  topped  the  goal  of 
10,000  well  before  the  end  of  the  year 
and  by  the  end  of  January  adoptions 
stood  at  13,736. 

By  adopting  the  expanded  Plan,  a 
church  makes  available  to  its 
ministers  and  staff  members  signifi¬ 
cant  benefits  such  as  matching  retire¬ 
ment  plan  contributions  from  chur¬ 
ches  and  state  conventions,  sup¬ 
plemental  life  and  disability  in- 
( Continued  on  page  5) 


SBC  membership  reflects 
smallest  gain  since  1936 


NASHVILLE  (BP)  -  Southern 
Baptist  growth  virtually  ground  to  a 
halt  in  1986-87  when  denominational 
programs  reported  small  changes  and 
some  convention-wide  statistical 
areas  had  gains  or  totals  smaller  than 
have  been  seen  in  decades. 

The  denomination’s  missions 
organizations,  Woman’s  Missionary 
Union  and  Brotherhood,  are  the 
brightest  spots,  with  increases  of  1.4 
and  0.7  percent,  respectively,  over  the 
previous  year’s  totals.  The  Southern 
Baptist  Convention  fiscal  year  runs 


By  Jim  Lowry 

from  Oct.  1  to  the  following  Sept.  30; 
the  new  statistics  reflect  the  year 
ending  Sept.  30,  1987. 

Church  membership,  which  has 
shown  annual  increases  since  1926, 
recorded  a  gain  of  109,203,  or  0.7  per¬ 
cent,  to  reach  a  new  total  of  14,727,770, 
as  compared  to  the  1986  total  of 
14,618,567. 

The  increase  in  church  member¬ 
ship  however,  is  the  lowest  number  by 
which  Southern  Baptists  have  grown 
since  1936,  when  the  denomination 
gained  almost  93,000  new  members. 


The  number  of  churches  in  the  con¬ 
vention  increased  by  170,  or  0.5  per¬ 
cent,  to  a  new  total  of  37,286.  Except 
for  1985-86's  smaller  increase  because 
of  the  loss  of  40  Southern  Baptist- 
affiliated  churches  in  Canada,  the 
1986-87  total  was  the  smallest  increase 
in  nine  years. 

Baptisms  in  Southern  Baptist  chur¬ 
ches,  down  by  6.8  percent,  or  24,629, 
totaled  338,495.  Except  for  the  bap 
tisms  total  of  336,050  in  1977-78,  the 
new  baptisms  total  is  the  lowest  for 
(Continued  on  page  4) 


Olinda  “Lin”  Wilson 


FMB  assigns  first  missionary  to  deaf 

By  Anne  W.  McWilliams 


The  Foreign  Mission  Board,  SBC, 
has  approved  Olinda  (Lin)  Wilson  for 
service  overseas  and  has  assigned  her 
to  Trinidad  to  work  with  the  deaf,  in 
a  two-year  pilot  project.  Under  the 
Board’s  Auxiliary  personnel  program, 
the  Mississippi  native  will  be 
Southern  Baptists’  first  foreign  mis¬ 
sionary  to  the  deaf. 

Miss  Wilson,  33,  born  in  Hat¬ 
tiesburg,  oldest  of  seven  children, 
grew  up  in  Columbia,  where  her 
parents,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Joe  Wilson,  are 
members  of  Calvary  Baptist  Church. 
She  received  a  bachelor's  degree  in 
music  therapy  from  William  Carey 


College  and  a  master's  degree  in 
psychology  from  Ball  State  Universi¬ 
ty  in  Muncie,  Ind.  On  Dec.  18, 1987,  she 
received  a  master  of  divinity  degree 
from  Southern  Seminary. 

Her  work  permit  from  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  Trinidad  has  arrived  and  she 
expects  to  leave  Feb.  29  for  Port  of 
Spain,  the  capital  city  where  she  will 
live.  Her  work  on  the  English- 
speaking  Caribbean  islands  of 
Trinidad  and  Ibbago  will  include 
training  church  leaders  to  organize 
deaf  ministries,  teaching  sign- 
language  classes,  and  initiating  other 
projects  to  assist  the  deaf,  such  as 


teaching  illiterate  deaf  to  read. 

Lyndon  Baptist  Church,  Louisville, 
Ky.,  where  she  has  for  four  years  been 
coordinator  of  ministries  with  its 
40-member  deaf  congregation,  com¬ 
missioned  her  as  a  missionary  on  Jan. 
17.  The  deaf  members  of  the  church 
sponsored  a  reception  for  her. 

Her  first  interest  in  working  with 
the  deaf,  she  recalls,  came  when  she 
was  at  Camp  Garaywa  and  Jerry  St. 
John,  then  worker  with  the  deaf  in 
Mississippi,  taught  campers  songs  in 
sign  language.  Her  first  contact  with 
non-hearing  persons  came  when  she 
visited  the  Mississippi  School  for  the 


Deaf  during  her  college  years.  One 
summer  she  worked  with  mentally  ill 
deaf  in  Indianapolis. 

During  1983-1984  while  music 
therapist  at  Hudspeth  Center  in 
Jackson,  she  was  a  member  of  Broad¬ 
moor  Baptist  Church,  Jackson.  At  age 
12  she  had  felt  God  was  calling  her  to 
missions,  but  then,  she  says,  she 
dismissed  that  for  a  while  At  Broad¬ 
moor,  she  heard  a  sermon  by  James 
Hurt  which  was  addressed  to  people 
who  tried  to  run  from  God.  She 
acknowledged  that  was  what  she  had 
been  doing,  and  surrendered  to  mis- 
( Continued  on  page  4) 


FMB  assigns  first 
missionary  to  dea 


Thursday,  February  18,  1988 


PAGE  4  BAPTIST  RECORD 


SBC  membership  reflects 
smallest  gain  since  1936 


-  (Continued  from  page  3)  “I  am  the  student  and  they  are  the 

sions  service.  At  Broadmoor,  too,  she  teachers.  People  who  are  hearing  im- 
began  working  with  the  church's  deaf  paired  are  an  entirely  different 
young  people,  at  the  encouragement  .  culture.  You  have  to  be  compas- 
of  another  church  member,  Mignonne  sionate,  and  willing  to  try  to  com 
Tfcdlock  muni  cate,  and  willing  to  be  laughed 

She  entered  Southern  Seminary,  at  when  you  make  mistakes  with  the 
feeling  strongly  that  God  was  calling  sign  language.  The  deaf  at  Lyndon 
her  to  work  with  deaf  people  overseas,  were  patient  with  me.  They  took  me 
but  the  Foreign  Mission  Board  had  no  in.” 

such  previous  work,  though  the  Home  Once,  on  a  mission  trip  to  Honduras, 
Mission  Board  did.  ’  she  prayed  that  God  would  confirm 


(Continued  from  page  3)  the  denomination’s  Bible  study  pro-  statistical 

the  convention  since  1949.  The  all-time  gram,  after  posting  annual  gains  from  is  provide 
high  for  baptisms  in  the  SBC  was  1980  through  1985.  departme 

445,725  in  1972.  Enrollment  in  Church  Training  also  Board  fro 

The  1985-86  baptism  total  registered  registered  a  change  of  0.0  percent,  Church  L 

an  increase  over  the  previous  total,  because  of  a  small  actual  loss  of  408,  churches, 

but  it  had  been  preceded  by  three  con¬ 
secutive  decreases.  More  than  7,000 
churches  did  not  report  a  baptism  on 
their  Uniform  Church  Letter  survey 
forms  for  the  1986-87  church  year. 

The  denomination’s  church  music 
enrollment  reflected  the  22nd  con¬ 
secutive  increase,  with  a  gain  of  0.8  School  Board:  “1  .  _ . 

percent,  or  14,202,  to  a  new  total  of  used  by  one  state  convention  for  million  to  their  national  Cooperative  she  was 

1,738,294.  It  followed  an  increase  of  2.8  church  training  resulted  in  inflated  Program  budget  in  January, 

percent,  or  mofe  than  46,000  figures  for  1986.  Had  this  not  occurred,  The  big  January  total  reversed  a  w 
DarticiDants.  the  change  for  church  training  enroll-  two-month  downward  trend  in  the  the  two-year  assignment  in  Trinidad 


tor  of  the  research  services  depart¬ 


ment  at  the  Southern  Baptist  Sunday  NASHVILLE  (BP)  —  Southern  might  come  through,  she  ing  blood  pressure,  a  utue  deal  girl 
‘Reporting  procedures  Baptists  contributed  a  record  $15.5  remembers.  In  December,  the  month  appeared  in  the  line,  with  her  mother. 

- . -  •  !  graduating  from  the  “Her  eyes  showed  her  intelligence.  Yet 

seminary,  she  got  a  call  from  the  she  could  not  communicate.  I  wanted 
Foreign  Mission  Board  offering  her  to  sit  down  right  then  and  teach  her 
‘  ~  '  ’  *  L  sign  language  and  tell  her  of  God’s 
She  has  had  no  formal  training  in  love  for  her.”  This  child,  she  felt,  was 
i.”  budget  back  ahead  of  the  pace  for  the  sign  language,  but  has  learned  it  God’s  way  of  answering  her  prayer, 

i  Southern  Baptist  same  period  last  year.  through  her  years  of  contact  with  the  In  Trinindad,  there  are  at  least  4,000 

1  by  4.3  percent,  or  The  $15,514,367  January  receipts  deaf.  She  credits  the  deaf  congrega-  deaf  persons.  The  island  reports  264 
a  new  total  of  topped  the  previous  monthly  total —  tion  of  Lyndon  Church._with  refining  deaf  persons  waiting  to  be  admitted 
increase  in  total  about  $13.1  million  in  January  1987  -  her  skills.  Vernon  Gordon,  a  feUow  into  the  three  schools  for  the  deaf. 
Southern  Baptist  by  18.63  percent.  It  brought  total  Mississippian,  now  a  student  at  Boyce  Though  the  schools  there  sign  in  ex- 
centage  points  less  receipts  for  the  1987-88  fiscal  year  to  Bible  School  and  member  of  that  deaf  act  English,  Miss  Wilson  says  most 
year’s  gain  of  6.0  $45,630,004,  or  3.55  percent  ahead  of  congregation,  she  said  played  a  deaf  don’t  like  it.  Instead  she  will  use 
the  total  for  the  first  four  months  of  significant  part  in  that  training.  American  sign  language, 
ures  which  are  in-  last  year’s  budget.  “When  I  am  with  the  deaf,”  she  said,  When  two  years  are  up,  she  has  an 

otal  receipts,  went  _ .  option  to  stay  for  a  third  year.  By  then, 

or  $27  to  a  perhaps  there  a  for  a 

1  increase  career  t0  ,he 

f  of  a  percentage  for 

4  ‘""V* there,  ready  to  relay  the  message  of 
uded  the  annual  God's  love  to  those  who  do  not  know 

because  they  cannot  hear. 

Says  her  friend,  Mignonne  Thdlock, 
“The  Southern  Baptist  Conference  for 
the  Deaf  has  been  working  and  pray¬ 
ing  with  the  Foreign  Mission  Board 
for  several  years.  Their  goal  has  been 
to  provide  a  Southern  Baptist  witness 
for  Christ  to  deaf  people  in  countries 
where  we  have  mission  work.  Deaf 
people  throughout  our  convention 
have  been  praying  for  open  doors  to 
deaf  ministry  in  otyer  countries.  Pray 
for  Lin  Wilson,  pioneer  in  deaf  mis¬ 
sions  in  Trinidad.  Pray  that  doors  will 
open  in  other  countries  for  deaf  peo¬ 
ple  to  go  as  missionaries.” 


Evangelism  Conference 


Alan  Celoria  and  family 


Esther  Burroughs 


Tom  Elliff 


O.  S.  Hawkins 


Northside 
Baptist  ChurcH 

Denham  Springs 
is  now  accepting  resumes 
for  Minister  of  Music/Youth. 

200  Cockerham  Road 
Denham  Springs,  LA  70726 


want  a  summer  job  in  a 
Christian  Camp? 

For  information  and  application 
Write: 

Lakeside  Baptist  Assembly 
Joe  Young,  Chairman 
105  Marshall 
Charleston,  Ms.  36921 


Jay  and  Martha  Richardson 


Larry  Lewis 


Parkway  Choir,  Jackson,  directed  by  Lew  King 


%  * 
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Southern  Baptists  to  focus 
on  biblical  interpretation 


FMB  lends  flood 
relief  in  Brazil 


d  capacity  crowd  ot  more  than  1,000  community. 

participants.  J.I.  Packer,  professor  of  historical 

The  conferences  were  proposed  by  and  systematic  theology  at  Regent 
the  seminary  presidents  in  their  1986  College  in  Vancouver.  Canada,  will 
"Glojheta  Statement’'  to  the  SBC  deliver  three  addresses.  Packer,  a 
Peace  Committee  as  one  means  to  keynote  speaker  at  last  year’s  con- 


Stanley  is  named 


With  the $60,000,  missionaries  will  buy  WASHINGTON  (BP)  -  Former 
and  distribute  a  one-month  supply  of  Southern  Baptist  Convention  Presi- 
food,  as  well  as  blankets,  mattresses,  dent  Charles  F  Stanley  was  inducted 
cleaning  supplies,  and  health  kits  to  'nto  National  Religious  Broad- 
ward  off  diseases.  casters  Hall  of  Fame  during  the 

They  also  will  be  looking  for  ways  organizatlon’s  annual  meeting  in 

to  comfort  the  people  and  present  the  FeJ?™ary  ~  _  s'. 

gospel  of  Christ.  The  55-year-old  pastor  of  the 

Five  days  of  heavy  rains  in  early  'l-M^rnember  First  Baptist  Church 
February  caused  floods  and  mud  of  Atlanta  joins  earlier  honorees  Bil- 
slides  that  killed  at  least  85.  injured  ly  Graham-  Pat  Robertson.  Jerry 
200  and  left  4,800  homeless,  according  FalweI1.’  Charles  E.  Fuller  and  Walter 
to  wire  reports.  Forty  buildings  col-  A'  ^a*er  as  recipients  of  NRB  s 
lapsed  in  Petropolis,  a  mountain  highest  honor 
resort  north  of  Rio  de  Janeiro  citv  Presentation  of  the  award  was 

made  by  NRB  Executive  Director 
#  Ben  Armstrong,  who  said  it  is 

X-Ommittee  addresses  presented  annually  “to  the  individual 
.  whose  ministry  represents  the  highest 

new  baptist  nymnal  Standards  of  integrity  and  service  in 


Annuity  Board  proposes  changes 


(Continued  from  page  3)  Curtis  D.  Sharp  and  Harvey  J.  executive  staff  as  vi 

surance  and  survivor  protection.  Wright,  both  regional  directors  in  the  actuary  Wade,  an  enrol 
“Our  efforts  to  convince  churches  marketing  division,  were  promoted  to  a  Fellow  of  the  Actuar 
that  the  $33.34  per  month  plan  is  in-  vice  president.  He  will  direct  the  acti 

adequate  has  succeeded.  More  than  75  Trustees  elected  Terrv  Wade  to  the  department  and  benefit 
percent  of  the  applications  in  the  ex-  "  ^ 

panded  Church  Annuity  Plan  are 
significant  upgrades  in  pension 
premiums,"  said  Morgan. 

Despite  the  stock  market  collapse 
in  October  1987,  Treasurer  Harold 
Richardson  reported  that  all  Annuity 
Board  funds  ended  the  year  with 
positive  performance.  Investment  in¬ 
come  totaled  $112  million. 

The  Fixed  Fund  was  credited  with 


This  announcements  neither  an  offer  to  sell  nor  a  solicitation  of  offers 
to  buy  any  of  these  securities.  The  offering  is  made  only  by  Prospectus. 


$10,000,000 

HOME  MISSION  BOARD  OF  THE 
SOUTHERN  BAPTIST  CONVENTION 

Church  Loan  Collateralized  Bonds 

SERIES  C 

MINIMUM  PURCHASE  —  $500.00 


Tbuch”  programs  are  heard  on  450  9  5  Percent  in  1987  and  will  be  credited 

radio  stations,  while  the  weekly  j^reent  >n  The  Balanced 
telecast  of  the  Sunday  morning  wor-  Fund  earned  3.25  percent,  while  the 
ship  service  of  First  Church.  Atlanta.  ^or!'^rm  Fund  earned 6  64  percent, 
is  seen  on  more  than  125  television  sta-  Gamble  Fun<*  unit  value  was  up 
tions.  The  telecast  also  is  beamed  tvvo  cefils  10  *6  28  per  unit, 
worldwide  through  the  Armed  Forces  The  year  saw  assets  rise  above  $2 
Radio  and  Television  Network  to  all  Mlion  for  the  first  time,  and  $55.8 

million  in  retirement  and  relief 
benefits  were  paid. 

Contributions  to  member  accounts 
rose  from  $125.6  million  in  1986  to 
six  $132.2  million  last  year. 

Trustees  elected  a  new  chairman 
and  vice  chairman  B.J  Martin  of 
Houston  was  elected  chairman  of  the 
board,  succeeding  W.  Gordon 
Hobgood  Jr.,  who  resigned  to  accept 
election  as  executive  vice  presi¬ 
dent/chief  operating  officer.  Martin, 
who  was  trustee  vice  chairman, 
presided  over  the  meeting. 

He  is  vice  president  of  church  and 
Congress  deriominational  relations  at  Houston 
ippropria-  Baptist  University.  ' 

:hools  for  Hobgood.  55.  who  was  elected  by  the 
nee.  trustee  executive  and  administrative 


as  a  pan  o.  me  process  lo  aeai  wun  us  military  bases  abroad  us  em. 
indices, paper,  binding, and orgamza-  bassies  around  ,he  wor)d  and 
t.on  of  materials.  __  American  ships  at  sea. 

Until  the  full  committee  meets,  the  Additionally,  in  the  United  States, 
design/organization  subcommittee  the  weekly  service  is  picked  up  by 
members  will  do  independent  study  cable  satellite  networks,  making  it 
on  topical  index  headings  available  to  thousands  of  com- 

Although  it  w-as  the  first  subcom-  munities  across  the  country, 
mittee  to  meet,  other  subcommittees 
already  are  at  work 

Congress  kills 

Florida  evangelists  money  for  Jews 


Proceeds  from  the  sale  of  the  Bonds,  along  with  other 
available  funds  of  Home  Mission  Board,  will  be  used  to 
make  direct  loans  to  Baptist  churches  affiliated  with  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  for  the  financing  of  sites  and 


the  construction  of  buildings  in  keeping  with  the  Bold  Mis¬ 
sion  Thrust  emphasis  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention. 

Interest  on  the  Bonds  will  be  payable  semi-annually.  The 
Bonds  will  be  offered  with  maturity  dates  varying  from  six 
months  to  fifteen  years  and  the  interest  rate  will  vary  from 
8.5%  to  10.5%  depending  upon  the  maturity  date  as  set 
forth  in  the  Prospectus. 

Copies  of  the  Prospectus  may  be  obtained  by  calling  (404) 

I  issue: 


898-7225  or  writing  the  broker-dealer  servicing  bond 


CITIZENS  AND  SOUTHERN 
SECURITIES  CORPORATION 
ATTENTION:  COMPLIANCE  DEPARTMENT 
33  North  Avenue,  NE 
18th  Floor 

Atlanta,  Georgia  30308-0216 


Name 


Address 


SERIES  C  BONDS  AVAILABLE  THROUGH  APRIL  30.  1988 
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Letters  to  the  editor 


Letters  to  the  editor  must  be  limited  to  300  words  and  the  editor  reserves 
the  right  to  trim  those  that  are  longer.  Editorial  prerogatives  must  be  reserved 
under  all  circumstances,  and  the  opinions  of  the  letter  writers  do  not 
necessarily  reflect  the  views  of  the  staff  of  the  Baptist  Record.  Only  signed 
letters  will  be  used,  but  the  writer  may  request  that  his  name  be  withheld. 


Churcher  should  tithe  plied  for  aid,  but  the  paper  work  in 

volved  in  government  assistance  gets 
Editor:  bogged  down  sometimes. 

I  will  begin  by  saying  that  I  was  crippled  children’s  association 

reared  in  a  Landmark  Baptist  0f  Mississippi  has  helped  Alan,  and 
church;  and,  although  the  basic  his  family  since  his  birth;  but  they 
beliefs  are  the  same,  when  I  was  in  can  oniy  cover  a  small  part  of  the 
my  early  20s  I  began  to  worship  at  a  medjcai  COst  involved  in  an  operation 
Southern  Baptist  church.  0f  this  type. 

It  did  not  take  long  for  me  to  see  j  ^now  there  are  many  needs  to  be 
that  this  was  much  better.  For  though  met  every  day  for  each  and  every  one 
I  had  always  been  taught  the  impor-  ^  ^  ^  hard  for  us  to  know  which 
tance  of  missions,  I  could  see  that  are  ^  most  urgent.  I  ask  that  as  a 
through  the  organizations  of  the  famjiy  we  ask  the  Lord  to  guide  us  in 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  so  much  tbe  rjgbt  direction, 
more  could  be  accomplished  in  car-  Alan  and  his  family  need  help  today, 
rying  on  the  work  of  our  Lord.  Tomorrow  there  will  be  someone  else 

This  brings  me  to  the  purpose  of  whose  needs  must  be  met.  We  never 
this  letter.  I  believe  in  the  priesthood  know  when  it  may  be  our  family, 
of  the  believer,  and  I  also  believe  that  Alan  is  a  very  new  Christian.  He 

it  is  right  to  tithe  to  carry  on  the  work  made  a  profession  of  faith  Jan.  17  and 
of  our  Lord.  If  it  is  right  for  in-  was  baptized  Jan.  31.  He  knows  the 
dividuals  to  tithe,  it  is  also  right  for  Lord  is  watching  over  him,  and  he 
the  church  to  tithe  a  tithe  of  the  tithe  isn’t  worried.  This  is  our  chance  to 
(Num.  18:25-32).  Since  this  tithe  of  the  show  Alan  what  Christian  love  and 
tithe  was  to  go  to  Aaron,  the  priest,  caring  mean, 
and  our  only  high  priest  is  Jesus  A  fund  has  been  established  by  Rev. 
Christ,  our  Lord,  then  we  would  have  Martin  Howard,  Mt.  Zion  Baptist 
to  agree  that  the  tithe  of  the  churches  Church,  Rt.  1,  Smithdale,  Miss.,  Atten- 
would  go  to  carry  on  his  work  other  tion:  Alan  Priest  Fund.  \ 
than  the  local  church.  It  is  given  to  the  Becky  Partridge 

church  bv  the  oriesthood  of  believers ;  Meadville 


Gulf  shore  gets  facelift 


The  Gulfshore  Baptist  Assembly 
facelift  is  well  underway.  Mississippi 
Baptists’  state  assembly  at  Pass 
Christian  is  being  dug  out,  moved 
around,  and  generally  messed  up  in 
order  to  accommodate  about  half 
again  the  number  of  people  it  could 
handle  at  conferences  in  the  past.  The 
renovation  should  cause  no  problems 
for  conference  attenders  in  the  near 
future.  But  for  the  moment,  the 
cafeteria  would  be  mighty  breezy. 
Pictured  are  the  cafeteria  walls  torn 
out,  the  ground  floor  registration  area 
and  lounge  currently  disappeared, 
and  the  mud  on  the  front  lawn  that 
will  shortly  be  another  wing  to  the 
complex.  (Photos  by  Tim  Nicholas). 


Help  for  new  Christian  A  child  ^ 

Editor :  deposit  your 

When  one  ''f  our  family  has  a  need  Love  and 
we  all  have  a.i  opportunity  to  share  in  Seasonings 
home  missions. 

Alan  Priest,  an  11-year-old 
youngster  in  Franklin  County,  must 
have  heart  surgery  again.  He  was 
BIRMINGHAM,  Ala.  —  Specialists  born  with  a  congenital  heart  defect 
from  more  than  85  computer  hard-  plus  other  complex  problems  This 
ware,  and  software,  telecommunica-  will  be  his  third  major  operation  in  his 
tions  and  consulting  companies  will  short  life. 

participate  in  this  year’s  Southern  Although  covered  by  insurance  at 
Baptist  Computer  Users  Association  the  time  of  the  first  two  operations, 
annual  meeting  March  22-23  in  Dallas,  there  is  no  coverage  now.  The  former 
Tb  register,  send  name,  address,  insurance  carrier  is  no  longer  in 
name  of  organization  to:  Jim  Oliver,  business,  and  the  past  medical  history 
SBCUA  Treasurer,  2326  Apollo  Way.  renders  him  uninsurable 
Mesquite,  TX,  75150.  His  mother  and  step  father  have  ap- 


Computer  users 
will  gather 


Have  That  Church  Retreat 
At  Lakeside  Baptist 
Assembly  In  The 
Beautiful  Hills  Of 
Tallahatchie  County 
For  information  call: 
(601)  647-2834 
.  Owned  by  Tallahatchie 
Baptist  Association 


Attention: 

WMU  directors 

The  correct  telephone  number  to 
order  the  home  missions  map 
shown  on  the  back  cover  of  April- 
May-June  DIMENSION  is  1-800- 
634-2462.  The  telephone  number 
shown  on  the  cover  is  not  correct. 


Canton  ( Quangzhou ),  China 


At  8  o’clock  on  a  Monday  morning  weathfer.  Flowers,  they  say,  blossom  jobs  like  this  woman  who  was  assign- 
I  left  Hong  Kong  by  Hoverferry.  Three  year-round.  v  ed  to  a  three-block  area  to  be  an  in- 

hours  later  we  arrived  in  Canton  For  the  first  time  I  sampled  my  termediary  in  traffic  disputes.) 
(Guangzhou)  on  the  Pearl  River  favorite  of  foods,  Cantonese  Chinese,  Women  with  masks  over  their  noses 
( which  looks  wider  than  the  Pearl  at  in  the  place  where  it  originated:  sweet  were  emptying  garbage  cans  into 
Jackson).  For  one  and  a  half  days,  I  and  sour  pork,  bean  sprouts,  fried  large  carts. 

could  get  a  swift  peek  at  China  before  rice,  egg  drop  soup,  water  chestnuts.  Men  were  busy  too  in  the  shops  and 
going  back  to  Hong  Kong  by  train.  sweet  and  sour  shrimp,  dumplings  at  the  markets,  chopping  up  chickens, 
Canton  is  called  the  “Goat  City”  stuffed  with  something  like  egg  selling  frogs  and  eels,  delivering  pigs 
because  the  people  have  kept  alive  the  custard.  ...  I  didn’t  know  where  or  to  the  market  in  trucks,  repairing 
imaginary  story  that  once  the  city  when  to  stop.  The  only  problem  was  bicycles.  . . . 

bordered  the  sea,  and  its  people  liv-  having  to  eat  with  chopsticks  —  red  Nearby  Foshan,  a  city  1,300  years 
ed  by  fishing. ^“Qne  day,”  they  say,  ones  in  this  restaurant.  My  fingers  old,  is  known  for  its  handicrafts.  Its 
“five  celestials  came  to  earth  riding  kept  getting  mixed  up.  Charles  silk  mill  reminded  me  of  the  cotton 
five  goats,  each  goat  holding  a  Gebelein,  one  of  our  tour  group,  ask-  mill  where  I  worked  when  I  was  16,  ex¬ 
mouthful  of  rice-ears.  They  gave  the  ed  why  I  didn’t  take  the  plastic  fork  cept  not  so  much  flying  lint.  In  the 
rice  to  the  people  and  taught  them  from  the  dish  of  fresh  pineapple  and  jade  carving  factory,  dozens  of  men 
how  to  grow  it.  Then  they  returned  to  keep  it  to  use,  so  I  wouldn’t  starve!  I  and  women  and  young  people  were 
the  sky  and  left  the  goats,  which  soon  followed  his  suggestion.  '‘holding  pieces  of  jade,  carving  in- 

turned  to  stone”  I  saw  the  stone  statue  Winston  Crawley  pointed  out  in  tricate  patterns  with  a  small  elec-' 
of  the  goats,  but  I  doubt  that’s  how  it  Partners  Across  the  Pacific  that  the  trically  turned  wheel,  as  water  flow- 
got  there!  People’s  Republic  of  China  accounts  ed  over  the  jade.  They  were  making 

We  registered  at  the  enormous  and  for  22  percent  of  the  human  race.  Five  miniature  animals,  vases,  urns,  and 
luxurious  Garden  Hotel,  which  does  or  six  million  of  them  live  in  the  other  decorative  objects.  The  light 
have  a  garden  at  one  side  And  one  greater  Canton  area.  As  our  guide,  was  poor;  their  eyes  looked  tired, 
wall  in  the  lobby  is  covered  in  what  Hong,  said,  “Everybody  works.”  In  all  Their  work  was  exquisite, 
appears  to  be  gold  leaf.  the  hurrying  throngs  of  people  and  In  one  shop,  women  were  using 

The  restaurant  where  we  ate  lunch  bicycles,  I  saw  no  one  stop  to  rest  or  knives  to  cut  designs  in  paper, 
looked  like  a  garden,  with  various  din-  to  loaf.  Everybody  apparently  had  a  Children  sat  studying  at  desks  near 
ing  halls  and  tea  houses  and  pagodas  job  to  do  and  was  bent  on  doing  it.  their  working  mothers.  In  the  court- 
situated  around  a  lake  fringed  with  Women  were  sweeping  the  street  yard  of  the  shop,  two  men  were  mak- 
bamboo  and  willows  and  banyan  with  brush  brooms  like  Mama  swept  ing  a  paper  dragon,  getting  ready  to 
trees,  and  dahlias  and  chrysan-  our  yards  with  long  ago.  One  elderly  welcome  the  Chinese  New  Year  which 
themums.  Since  Canton,  also  called  woman  with  a  whistle  in  her  mouth  would  fall  on  February.  17  and  usher 
the  “City  of  Flowers,”  is  just  within  was  trying  to  settle  a  traffic  squabble,  in  the  Year  of  the  Dragon, 
the  tropical  zone,  it  has  spring-like  (Hong  said  retired  persons  are  given  (Continued  next  week) 


Mildred  Tolar  retires 
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Devotional 


Celebrate  love 


By  John  L.  Walker 

The  first  verse  of  scripture  most  of  us  memorized  was  John  3: 16,- “For  God 
so  loved  the  world,  that  he  gave  his  only  begotten  Son,  that  whosoever  believeth 
in  him  should  not  perish,  but  have  everlasting  life.”  The  writer  of  I  John  con- 
jhhmmmh  tributes  a  beautiful  thought,  “See  what  quality  of  love  the 

Father  has  given  us  that  we  should  in*  named  and  vailed 

'  (I  John  3:1 


and  counted  the  children  of  God 
Hr  Amplified). 

Wm  Perry  Sanders  told  those  attending  the  State  Evangelism 

n  rH  Conference  of  hearing  Manuel  Scott  preach  on  the  subject. 

>  9‘:  "God  is  love"  Scott  began  by  saying  “God!  that’s  too  big 
~  for  me."  Then  he  said,  "Love!  that’s  too  big  for  me."  Then 

H  he  said,  “Is,  I  think  I  can  handle  that.”  Truly,  the  love  of 

Hk  God  is  a  subject  that  stretches  the  mind,  and  defies  our 

Walker  description.  Yet,  it  warms  our  hearts  and  changes  our  lives. 

In  Jude  20-23,  we  are  told  to  keep  ourselves  in  God’s  love.  Can  you  think 
of  a  more  secure,  caring,  worthy,  or  lasting  place  to  have  for  your  eternal 
address?  This  scripture  tells  us  how  to  live  in  order  to  celebrate  the  love  of  God. 

(1)  “Building  up  yourselves  on  your  most  holy  faith"  (verse  20)  —  set  out 
to  become  spiritually  mature.  We  are  to  grow  and  not  remain  in  spiritual  im¬ 
maturity.  It  may  be  a  slow  process,  but  it  is  continuous  and  progressive.  A 
chief  means  for  this  building  is  by  reading  and  meditating  upon  the  Word  of 
God. 

(2)  “Praying  in  the  Holy  Ghost”  (verse  20)  —  maintain  constant  contact 
with  the  Throne.  If  we  are  to  live  in  the  sunshine  of  God’s  love,  we  must  have 
a  prayer  life  which  is  the  burden  of  desire  and  wrought  by  the  Holy  Spirit. 
Francis  Dixon  offers  this  translation  of  James  5:16,  ‘The  Spirit  in-wrought 
prayer  of  a  man  made  righteous  availeth  much.” 

(2)  "Looking  for  the  mercy  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ”  (verse  21)  —  live  in 
anticipation  of  the  Lord’s  return.  Do  you  live  in  this  anticipation?  If  we  live 
in  the  expectation  of  his  return,  it  certainly  will  have  a  profound  effect  upon 
the  way  we  live  and  serve  him. 

(4)  “Of  some  have  compassion,  making  a  difference:  and  others  save  with 
fear  pulling  them  out  of-the  fire”  (verses  22-23)  —  rescue  the  perishing. 
Believers  living  in  the  sunshine  of  God’s  love  will  desire  to  see  others  move 
from  the  shadows  of  darkness. 

(5)  “Hating  even  the  garment  spotted  by  the  flesh”  ( verse  23)  —  cultivate 
a  hatred  of  that  which  is  sinful,  impure,  and  doubtful. 

So  to  enjoy  and  celebrate  the  love  of  God,  we  must  walk  in  the  light  of  his 
presence  and  of  his  Word. 

John  L.  Walker  is  pastor.  First,  Lucedale. 


Video  workshops 
are  scheduled 

member  of  the  TEL  Sunday  School 
class  taught  by  Ethel  Dean  Mahaffey. 

I  asked  her  what  she’s  going  to  do, 
now  that  she’s  retired.  First,  she  said, 
she’s  going  to  rest!  And  she’s  going  to 
have  some  work  done  on  her  house.  I 
know  she’s  a  good  cook,  because  I’ve 
sampled  her  efforts.  If  I  smelled 
something  good  cooking  in  the  Baptist 
Building  kitchen  about  noon,  it  might 
be  one  of  Mildred’s  stuffed  green  pep¬ 
pers.  A  marvelous  seamstress,  she 
can  make  dresses,  suits,  coats,  or 
anything  she  takes  a  notion.  Once  she  Ron  Harris,  minister  of  media, 
tried  to  give  me  lessons  in  sewing,  but  Travis  Avenue  Church,  Fort  Worth, 
she  soon  gave  up  and  agreed  with  me  will  lead  a  workshop  on  editing, 
that  was  not  my  talent.  I  think  she  special  effects  and  basic  television 
likes  to  fish,  and  I  know  she  likes  to  production  in  the  1988  area  video  pro- 
work  in  the  yard,  and  always  has  pret-  duction  workshops 
ty  flowers  and  plants.  When  I  moved  The  workshops  are  scheduled  for 
to  .Clinton  she  gave  me  five  redbud  March  1,  at  First  Church,  Gulfport,  7-9 
sprouts.  Four  of  them  are  trees  in  my  p  m  .  March  3,  at  Parkway  Church, 
yard  now.  Jackson,  7-9  p.m.;  and  March  4,  7-9 

Now  she’s  considering  taking  music  m  March  5  8:30-11 :30  a  m  at  First 
lessons.  (One  of  her  eight  nieces  and  church,  Cleveland. 

nephews,  Barbara  Hutchins,  teaches  ..  ... 

Harris  is  also  an  adjunct  professor 

Mildred  has  a  sense  of  humor,  so  it’s  *  communications  at  Southwestern 
fun  to  be  with  her.  She’s  not  afraid  to  Sem,n*ry. 

voice  her  opinions  I  admire  her  Another  workshop  feature  will  be  on 


Wright 


Harris 
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Clawson  and  Courtney  are  Illinois- 
coming  to  Mississippi  College  Baptist  elect 

Two  innovative  Christian  artists  —  mortal”  and  is  released  through  Swi  11  forfl 

n tu:„  /~n _ i  — a n • ^  vt 


SPRINGFIELD,  Ill.  (BP)  - 
Maurice  Swinford,  59,  has  been  ham- 
jiU  ed  the  seventh  ex 

ecu' ive  dim  vr 
the  Baptist 

■  State  Association 
Swinford.  who 
has  ^een 
church  develop 
ment  division 

director  for  nearly 
■  was 


:  ~  1  R  The  theme  for  the  event  is  The  Two  Beginnings"  and  the  popular 

Become  and  Clawson  musical  drama  "Celebrate  Life  He 

^T>: ~  a  husban(l  an<^  w'fe  team  —  will  is  currently  a  member  of  the  faculty 

share  through  drama  and  music  how  at  Southern  Seminary,  teaching 

a  they  blend  their  abilities  and  work  drama 

Cynthia  Clawson  is  a  Christian  a.m.,  Feb.  29  and  March  2  in  Swor 
Pictured  above  is  Jim  Hoffman,  operations  manager  of  Sears,  Meridian,  as  he  vocalist  and  has  received  a  Grammy  .  Auditorium,  and  at  6  p.m.,  Feb.  29  and 
presents  to  James  C.  Read,  dean,  an  aid  to  education  grant  of  $500  for  Clarke  Col-  in  addition  to  three  Dove  Awards  from  March  1.  They  will  appear  at  a  BSU 

lege  This  gift  was  a  portion  of  $13,100  given  to  colleges  in  Mississippi.  the  Gospel  Music  Association.  Her  gathering  and  in  several  classes.  BSU 


x  mmm  io  years, 
Swinford  elected  unani¬ 
mously  Feb.  8  during  a  special  called 
meeting  of  the  Illinois  association's 
board  of  directors. 

The  new  leader  succeeds  Ernest  E. 
Mosley,  who  resigned  March  31, 1987, 
to  become  executive  vice  president  of 
the  Southern  Baptist  Convention’s  Ex¬ 
ecutive  Committee. 

The  new  executive  director  is  a 
graduate  of  Eastern  Illinois  Univer¬ 
sity  in  Charleston,  his  hometown,  and 
Southern  Seminary. 

He  has  been  pastor  of  seven  chur¬ 
ches  in  31  years,  the  last  one  First 
Baptist  Church  of  Herrin  from  1968  to 
1978. 

Swinford  was  a  member  of  the  SBC 
Christian  Life  Commission  for  six 
years. 

He  and  his  wife,  Charlotte,  are  the 
parents  of  three  adult  daughters. 


Unrestricted  grants  totaling  more  grants  totaling  $1,500.  Clarke  College 
than  $13,100  are  being  distributed  to  10  has  received  $500. 
privately  supported  colleges  and-  These  Mississippi  colleges  are 
universities  in  Mississippi  by  Sears-  among  934  private  accredited  two  and 
Roebuck  Foundation,  James  Byers,  four  year  institutions  across  the  coun¬ 
manager  of  the  New  Albany  area  try  which  are  sharing  in  $1,750,000  in 
stores,  reports.  Sears  Foundation  funds  for  the  1987-88 

Blue  Mountain  College  has  receiv-  academic  year.  Funds  may  be  used  as 
ed  a  grant  in  the  amount  of  $500.00.  the  colleges  and  universities  deem 
William  Carey  College  will  receive  necessary. 


Six  couples  of  Morgan  City  Church,  Leflore  Association,  renewed  their  marriage 
vows  in  the  morning  worship  service,  Sunday,  Jan.  10.  These  couples  are  taking  part 
in  an  11  weeks  ministry  of  marriage  enrichment  being  led  by  James  "Bubba"  Walters, 
pastor.  From  left,  the  couples  are  Gary  and  Connie  Makamson,  Wayne  and  Carolyn 
Nichols,  David  and  Anita  Hodges,  James  and  Gail  Walters,  Buddy  and  Annette 
Morgan,  and  Earl  and  Diane  Coleman 

Spiritual  Emphasis  Week  is  in  pro- 
gress  Feb.  16-18  on  the  Clarke  College 
campus.  Services  are  being  held  each 
day  at  11  a.m.  in  the  Fine  Arts 

Building  auditorium.  IPjr  WfBtW 

Paul  Jones,  executive  director-  -ftv 

treasurer  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Christian  Action  Commission,  is  guest  "if 
speaker.  :f  . 


Steve  Huber  has  accepted  the  in-  Tom  Nettles  has  been  called  as  in¬ 
terim  pastorate  of  Gore  Springs  terim  pastor  of  Briarwood  Drive 
Church,  Gore  Springs  (Grenada  Church.  Jackson.  Nettles  is  head  of 
County).  Huber  has  a  master  of  the  Department  of  History  and 
divinity  degree  from  New  Orleans  associate  professor  of  Church  History 
Seminary  and  at  present  is  working  at  Mid-America  Seminary, 
toward  his  doctorate  degree.  He  has  Nettles  grew  up  in  Brandon.  He  is 
served  as  pastor  at  Plank  Road  a  graduate  of  Mississippi  College  and 
Church,  Slaughter,  La.  and  Shivers  Southwestern  Seminary.  He  and  his 
fcbureh.  Shivers.  He  and  his  wife,  Ann,  wife,  Margaret,  have  three  children, 
and  two  sons  reside  in  Grenada.  Joe,  Robert,  and  Sara. 

Kim  Parker,  student  at  Ole  Miss  is  Sammy  J.  McDonald  III  has  been 
minister  of  music.  called  to  Carmel  Church,  Monticello, 

as  pastor.  He  goes  to  Carmel  Church 
^  j#  /  from  the  pastorate  of  Old  Pearl  Valley 

Ac Church,  Philadelphia.  McDonald  is  a 

graduate  of  Hinds  Junior  College. 

Colomal  H.Hs  Southaven:  Feb.  Mississippi  College,  and  New  Orleans 
21-24;  Junior  Hill,  evangelist  ,  John  geminarv  He  has  served  churches  in 
Joiner  music;  Tommy  Vinson.  ^  Simpson.  and  Neshoba  coun- 
pastor;  7  nightly.  _  ties 

McDonald  and  his  wife,  the  former 
'**§  I  J|  JiB  Patricia  exacting 

th.-t  V’  \pr  .  I'D  -  r: 

die--  i-  <  ,n  me i  Bapti-t  <  him  h  Ki 

I  i,7  Mont  icelln.  Ms 

phone  number  is  7)87-7 1 45 


25  -  or  47  - 
Passenger  buses 

BUS  SUPPLY  CO.  INC. 

McComb,  MS  601-684-2900 


Pianos  at  A 

Warehouse  ^ 

prices  TjP 

Exclusive  dealers  for  * 
Steinway  -  Kawai  -  Wurtilt zer 
Weber  -  Kimball 
Financing  Available 
MC/VISA/American  Express 


BLUE  MOON  FRUIT  CO.  —  Free 
home  delivery  in  Jackson.  Call 
-.162-7601. 


Evangelist  Carroll  Roberson,  has  evangelism, 
just  finished  recording  his  second  The  new  album  will  be  distributed 
gospel  album,  on  the  Harvest  label  in  by  New  Day  Distributors  in  Nashville, 
Nashville.  The  title  to  the  book  stores,  and  you  may  call, 
f ■  of  the  album  is  601-837-8101,  and  ask  for  information 
'LOVE  FOUND  A  concerning  Carroll  s  album 
PARDON  FOR 

nag  ME  ”  The  first  *1.  Col.  Gerald  II  Smith  of 

single  Will  be  song  Hrookhaven  was  installed  recently  as 

sip  ■  H  that  Roberson  5,h  Infantry  Division  <  Mechanized) 

wrote  entitled  chaplain  He  attended  Copiah  Lincoln 

^  *  I  "WHO "  The  album  Junior  College.  Mississippi  College. 

offers  songs  that  and  New  0rle?ns  Seminary.  He  serv- 

Roherson  range  from  South-  ^  ^.ve.  churches  in  Alabama  and 
ern  Gospel  to  a  touch  of  traditional  yiss'ss>PP'  before  going  on  active 


CHURCH  PER  CUSHIONS: 
Manufactured  in  our  plant.  For 
free  estimate  contact  —  Emmons 
Brothers,  P.  O.  Box  1K6.  Meridian, 
Miss.  39301.  Since  189!).  Phone  (601  > 
693-4451. 


Piano  Company 

226  Hwy  51  N  Tim  Kelly.  Manager 
Ridgeland  856-2524 


ATTENTION  CHURCH  BOND  PURCHASER 

IF  9-13%  — 

FIRST  MORTGAGE  with  limited  guarantee 
SOUNDS  BETTER  THAN 
8-11  V2%  with  no  guarantees 

CALL  ROY  M.  COTTON  AT  800/433-5101 

A.M.I.  SECURITIES,  REG.  REP. 

Qualifies  for  I.R.A.,  Keough,  &  S.E.P.'s 

Hits  announcement  is  not  an  oner  to  sell  nor  e  sohcilalion  ot  an  ofler  to  buy  these  securities  The  otter 
is  made  by  the  Prospectus  only 


MALATESTA.  FUNERAL  SER¬ 
VICE  — "Complete  funeral/casket 
(or  cremation)  —  $895.00.  We  serve 
entire  state.  Call  (601)  366-6565 
or  write:  103  W.  Northside  Dr„ 
Jackson,  MS  39206. 


A  B  DICK  OFF-SET  310.  Copier 
675,  paper-master  *167  for  sale. 
Good  condition.  Reasonable  price. 
Call  956-5000  8:30-4:30  weekdays. 
Great  buy  for  small  to  medium¬ 
sized  church. 


CHURCH  STEEPLES 


W  tiiSSTfCM  FlISMCS  me 

r  r  o  §oi  tie 
■osirtii  m  mn 


Thursday,  February  18,  1988 
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“Woo  Woo,” 
Whistlestops 


Biblical  interpretation 


are  coming 


The  “Church  Growth  Train”  will 
make  four  Whistlestops  in  North 
Mississippi  Feb.  29-March  3. 

These  meetings  will  acquaint 
church  staff  and  Sunday  School 
leaders  with  growth-oriented 
ministries  and  projects. 

The  Whistlestops  will  take  place 
Feb.  29  at  Colonial  Hills  Church, 
Southaven,  7-9:30  p.m.  March  1,  First 
Church,  Corinth,  7-9:30  p.m.  March  2, 
First  Church.  Tupelo,  9:30  a.m.  to 
noon;  and  March  3,  First  Church, 
StarkVille,  7-9:30  p.m. 

Some  of  the  topics  for  discussion  in¬ 
clude  how  to  begin  homebound 
ministries,  adult  classes,  Outreach  Bi¬ 
ble  Study,  cradle  roll,  the  Growth 
Spiral,  Youth  Plus,  Sunday  School 
revivals,  and  ChildReach. 

These  Whistlestops  are  sponsored 
by  the  Sunday  School  Department  of 
the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
Board. 


will  be  Robert  Johnston,  dean,  North  The  conference  also  will  include  a 
Park  College  and  Theological  series  of  worship  services  featuring 
Seminary,  Chicago;  Walter  Kaiser,  the  preaching  of  fixe  Southern  Baptist 
dean  and  professor  of  OldJtestament,  pastors :  Ken  Hemphill.  First  Church, 
Trinity  Evangelical  Divinity  School,  Norfolk,  Va.;  Richard  Jackson,  North 
Deerfield,  111. ;  and  Grant  Osborne,  Phoenix  Church,  Ariz.;  Jon  Stub- 
professor  of  New  'testament,  also  at  blefield,  recently  called  to  First 
Trinity.  Church,  Shreveport,  from  Walnut 

In  the  conference's  final  session,  all  Street  Church,  Louisville,  Ky. ;  Daniel 
four  speakers  will  participate  in  a  Vestal,  First  Church,  Midland,  texas ; 
panel  discussion  moderated  by  John  and  Jerry  Vines,  First  Church, 
Newport,  vice  president  for  academic  Jacksonville, 
affairs  at  Southwestern  Seminary.  Music  at  the  worship  services  will 
Roy  L.  Honeycutt,  president  of  be  led  by  Phillip  Landgrave,  professor 
Southern  Seminary  here,  and  con-  of  church  music  at  Southern, 
ference  program  chairman,  said  the  Conference  rates  per  person  are 
purpose  of  the  meeting  is  “to  build  on  $154/single,  $U4.25/double,  8106/triple 
the  foundation  laid  last  year  on  the  and  $10195/four.  Cost  includes  three 
nature  of  Scripture  with  discussions  night’s  lodging,  all  meals  and  con- 
about  why  and  how  Scripture  should  ference  fees, 
be  interpreted.”  A  deposit  of  138.50  should  be  sent  to 

While  the  format  bears  similarities  Conference  on  Biblical  Interpretation, 
to  last  year’s  meeting.  Honeycutt  said„  Ridgecrest  .Baptist  Conference 
the  subject  nature  called  for  some  Center,  Box  128,  Ridgecrest,  NC  28770. 
modifications.  Speakers  have  been  David  Wilkinson  writes  for 
asked  to  give  “lecture/demonstra-  Southern  Seminary, 
tions,”  dealing  with  interpretations  of 
specific  biblical  texts,  he  said. 

Four  of  the  presentations  will  be 
followed  by  90-minute  workshops 
where  participants  will  meet  in  small 
groups  to  discuss  the  interpretation  of 
biblical  passages.  The  workshops. 

Honeycutt  said,  will  be  “in-depth 


Bibb  retires  as  pastor  of  O’Tuckalofa 


Marvin  Bibb  has  been  pastor  of  OTuckalofa  Church,  Water  Wiley,  since  September, 
1984,  and  is  director  of  missions  for  Yalobusha  Association.  He  is  retiring  OTuckalofa 
Church,  but  will  continue  to  serve  as  director  of  missions. 

On  December  27,  the  church  presented  Bibb  and  his  wife,  Polly,  a  "money  tree” 
(pictured)  in  love  and  appreciation  for  their  years  of  service. 

The  Baptist  Women  of  O’Tuckalofa  Church  presented  at  their  December  meeting 
a  centennial  quilt  (pictured)  to  Mrs.  Bibb  for  her  leadership  and  guidance  in  the 
At  William  Carey  College  Alice  W.  organizatjon. 

McCardle  is  the  new  director  of  public 
relations  and  alumni  affairs. 

A  nSative  of  Col- 
umbia,  McCardle 
holds  degrees 
from  Blue  Moun- 
tain  College  and 
University  of 
Southern  Missis- 
sippi.  She  has  been 
press  secretary  to 


L.arey  names 
Alice  McCardle 
PR  director 


Confused  about  life  Insurance? 
Why  not  buy  tho  most  lift  insurance 
for  ths  least  amount  of  money 

I  Example:  Male;  60,  non-smoker 

$100,000 

For  only 

$32.56  per  mo. 

Call  Don  Mahaffey 
9:30am  to  4:30pm  EOT  Mon.-Frl. 
Call  Toll  Free  1-800-367-5492 
In  S.C.  1-800-521-5039 
If  lines  are  busy  please  calf  back 


The  Mississippi  Baptist  Instrumen-  thage.  John  Henbery,  instrumental  JjrailClOll  WOITldl 
tal  Festival  is  set  for  March  4  and  5,  specialist  with  the  Church  Music  . ..  1  i 

in  Nelson  Hall  on  the  Mississippi  Col-  Department,  Mississippi  Baptist  Con-  Will  CC10.br£lt© 
lege  campus.  The  schedule  begins  vention  Board,  is  coordinating  the  . 

with  auditions  6:30  p.m.  on  Friday,  festival.  W  JVllJ  CClltCllllIfli 

March  4  and  conludes  at  2  p.m.  on 

Saturday,  March  5.  If  registration  information  is  need-  The  Baptist  Women  of  the  W.M.U.  of 

Featured  as  guest  clinician  will  be  ed  contact  the  Church  Music  Depart-  Brandon,  First  Church  are  inviting 
Edd  Brashier  of  First  Church,  Car-  ment  for  details.  members  of  Baptist  Women  organiza¬ 

tions  from  other  Baptist-churches  of 
Rankin  County  to  join  in  their 
“Centennial  Celebration”  to  be  led  by 
’Wilda  Fancher,  State  W.M.U.  presi¬ 
dent,  on  Sunday,  Feb.  28,  from  4  to  6 
p.m.  This  meeting  will  be  held  in  the 
Banquet  Hall  of  Brandon.  First 
Church. 

For  other  information,  call  the 
Rankin  County  WMU  Centennial 
A  Church  Weekday  Education  Clinic  in  March  will  feature  special  sessions  Chairman:  Mary  Frances  Kennedy, 
on  dealing  with  infants,  creepers,  and  toddlers,  directors.  Mothers’ Morning  551  Shiloh  Road,  Brandon,  MS 
Out,  group  time,  Dramatic  play,  art,  and  learning  centers.  39042-8973,  (Phone:  825-5358). 

The  clinic  will  take  place  Mar.  5  at  Colonial  Heights  Church,  Jackson  and  “You  are  urged  to  bring  your 
will  “provide  participants  . . .  with  practical  workable  ideas,  techniques,  and  centennial  quilt  to  put  on  display.” 
resources  in  church  weekday  early  education,”  according  to  program  said  the  chairman, 
materials.  \T’  J  1  i  • 

Other  clinic  topics  include  Creating  a  unit  for  the  gifted  preschooler  and  V  lQeO  WOrkSilOpS 
Make  it  and  take  it. 

For  registration  information,  contact  Shirley  Oglesby,  MBCB,  968-3800.  (Continued  from  page  7) 

churches  across  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention.  Workshop  attendees  are 
invited  to  bring  examples  of  their  pro¬ 
gram  ideas  (on  Vinch  videotape' 
and  share  them 

This  training  is  for  pastors, 
ministers  of  media,  other  church 
staff,  directors  of  missions,  television 
Morrison  Heights  Church,  Clinton,  will  host  the  State  Youth  Four-Part  committees,  local  ACTS  Board 
Music  Festival,  February  20,  9:30  a.m. -3: 30  p.m.  Mississippi  youth  will  be  members,  church  television  crews 
in  the  spotlight  as  they  participate  in  the  vocal,  instrumental,  conducting,  and  other  interested  .persons  . 
and  keyboard  areas  of  the  fstival.  The  meeting  is  sponsored  by  the 

Contact  the  Church  Music  Department  at  (601)  968-3800  for  registration  MBCB's  Department  of  Broadcast 
information.  ;  Services 


moom^  BAPTISTRIES 

^  JS®!  heaters,  pumps 
FACTORY  DIRECT 

^  J  TOLL  FREE  l-SOO-25 1-0679 
TN  CALL  COLLECT  615  *75-0679 
FIBERGLASS  BAPTISTRY  CO 

131 1  HIXSON  PIKE 'CHATTANOOGA.  TN374II 


former  First  Lady 


McCardle  of  Mississippi, 
Carroll  Waller,  and  was  staff  writer 
for  the  Clarion  Ledger/ Jackson  Dai¬ 
ly  News.  Her  most  recent  position  was 
publications  editor  for  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Alumni  Affairs  at  the  Univer¬ 
sity  of  Southern  Mississippi. 

Dorris  R.  Brown  is  public  relations 
intern  at  Carey. 

Brown  is  a  graduate  of  USM  where 
she  is  working  on  a  master’s  degree 
in  communication. 


Pews  pulpits,  baptistries. 

Van  Winkle  "ZSSSEi. 

Church  folding  doors. 

theater  seats 

Furnishings  & 

Pew  Upholstery 

Box  501,  Fulton.  MS  38843 
In  MS  Toll  Free  1-800-624-9627 

Ws  remodel  A  paint 


Weekday  ed  clinic  to 
feature  preschoolers 


Beaty  to  lead 
conferences  for 
VBS  directors 


OLD  BIBLES  REBOUND 

A  price,  binding  and  atyte  to  meat  every 
need  Quality  workmanship  guaranteed. 
Write  for  illustrated  price  folder 
Internationally  known  apaciahata' 

NORRIS  BOOKBINDING  CO. 

Pea  JOS-C  —  On  wind.  Me*.  MM 


Willie  Beaty,  a  consultant  in  the 
small  Sunday  School  administration 
and  projects  section  at  Southern  Bap- 

Btist  Sunday  School 
Board,  will  lead  a 
conference  for 
associational  VBS 
directors  with 
under  two  years  of 
experience  during 
the  1988  VBS 
clinics.  The  clinics 
will  be  held: 

Beaty  March  21,  Har¬ 

risburg  Church.  Tupelo;  March  22, 
First  Church,  Greenwood ;  March  23, 
First  Church,  Brandon;  March  24, 
First  Church,  McComb;  March  25, 
temple  Church,  Hattiesburg. 


Morrison  Heights  will  host 
youth  four-part  music  festival 


Matthew  18  focuses  on  instructions  to  the  church 


i 


By  Jimmy  G.  McGee 
Matthew  18:10-22 

The  greatest  need  in  the  church  today  is 
reconciliation  -that  honors  repentance  and 
forgiveness.  The  same  is  true  of  Christian  fam¬ 
ilies  and  among  Christians 
generally. 

Chapter  18  of  Matthew 
focuses  on  right  relation¬ 
ships  within  the  kingdom  of 
heaven.  It  is  appropriate  to 
interpret  this  entire  chapter 
with  reference  to  the  church, 
the  body  of  Christ,  the  com¬ 
munity  of  believers. 

McGee  In  verses  1-5,  the  example 

of  greatness  among  kingdom  citizens  is  a  lit¬ 
tle  child  of  faith  and  humility.  \ 

In  verses  6-9,  there  is  a  warning  about  influen¬ 
cing  a  little  child  to  sin  and  about  causing  of¬ 
fenses  among  hre&ren.  Indeed,  sin  is  so  dead¬ 
ly  serious  in  the  Christian’s  life  as  to  demand 
drastic  measures  to  remove  the  cause.  Jesus 
insists  that  it  is  better  to  keep  one  eye  than  two, 
if  because  of  twe  eyes,  you  sin  and  burn. 

»  In  verses  18-14,  consideration,  respect,  and 
concern  for  one  another  is  of  utmost  impor¬ 
tance  Beware  about  despising  “one  of  these  lit¬ 
tle  ones.”  The  Heavenly  Father  watches  over 
them.  “These  little  ones”  are  either  younger 


UNIFORM 

Christians  or  immature  ones  in  the  faith.  Jesus 
came  to  save  the  lost,  and  he  is  concerned  that 
the  newly  found  are  safe. 

In  this  context,  the  parable  of  the  lost  sheep 
pictures  99  as  safe  in  the  fold  of  fellowship  and 
one  as  having  gone  astray.  For  the  moment  this 
one  becomes  more  important  and  claims  the 
attention  of  the  church  more  than  the  99  safe. 

Christians  need  each  other  and  are  to  look  out 
for  one  another  so  as  to  encourage  full  growth 
in  Christ.  Each  is  important.  It  is  not  the  will 
of  God  that  any  one  be  allowed  to  perish. 

In  verses  15-22,  Jesus  gives  practical  ins  true 
tions  for  dealing  witha  brother  who  sins  against 
you.  Earlier  in  verse  7,  he  acknowledged  that 
offenses  will  occur.  We  are  to  restore  one 
another.  When  people  live  at  close  proximity, 
stepping  on  toes,  getting  in  the  way,  and  elbow¬ 
ing  is  to  be  expected.  An  elbow  in  the  ribs  may 
be  intentional  or  accidental.  The  pain  is  the 
same  Offenses  among  people  may  come  by 
carelessness,  indifference,  maliciousness,  or 
imagination.  They  hurt. 

Among  Christians  as  within  families, 
estrangement  brought  on  by  sin  cannot  be  ig¬ 
nored.  The  estrangement  will  not  go  away  ;  but 


estranged  people  will  go  away.  God’s  desire  for 
us  and  command  to  us  ( Matthew  5 : 24)  is  to  seek 
reconciliation  and  restoration 
People  are  important.  Care  must  be  taken  in 
mending  brokenness,  not  to  abuse.  With  love, 
honesty,  and  faith  in  God’s  word,  there  are  four 
steps  (if  all  are  necessary)  in  reconciliation. 

First,  start  with  a  private  encounter.  Itell  your 
brother  between  you  and  him  alone  what  has 
happened,  lb lk  through  with  humility  and  in 
a  spirit  of  forgiveness.  If  he  hears  you,  you  can 
rejoice  in  oneness  again. 

Second,  take  one  or  more  respected  Chris¬ 
tians  with  you  to  confront  the  brother  in  love. 
Herein  is  the  value  of  a  reliable  witness  both 
to  confirm  and  to  counsel.  Remember  that  the 
purpose  of  such  a  visit  is  not  accusation  or 
justification  of  the  old  actions  but  to  send  away 
the  offending  spirit  of  estrangement.  The  in¬ 
itiator  of  reconciliation  leads  the  way  in 
forgiveness,  not  vindication. 

Third,  if  necessary,  share  the  burden  with  the 
church  in  the  continued  hope  of  restoring  the 
fellowship  of  the  estranged.  The  church  has 
much  at  stake  when  only  a  few  members  are 
at  odds.  ~~ 

Finally,  if  any  professing  Christian  refuses 
reconciliation  genuinely  offered,  then  that 
member  will  no  longer  be  considered  a  brother. 
He  is  an  unbeliever  who  refuses  the  grace  of 


God.  While  the  language  seems  harsh,  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  our  Lord  is  not  to  discard  nor  condemn, 
but  to  save  Christians  are  to  pray  earnestly  for 
the  salvation  of  this  unrepentant  member. 

The  church  ( verse  18)  is  to  confirm  ( bind  and 
loose)  on  earth  the  reality  of  church  fellowship, 
even  as  it  is  in  heaven.  We  dare  not  treat  light- 
r  ly  and  carelessly  the  integrity  of  spiritual  life 
and  church  membership.  The  promises  of 
verses  19  and  20  are  usually  quoted  out/ of  con¬ 
text,  verse  19  as  a  promise  of  prayer  afnd  verse 
20  as  a  promise  of  divine  presence.  They  are 
such  promises.  However,  in  this  context,  the 
praying  has  to  do  with  mending  the  broken  rela¬ 
tionship,  and  the  presence  of  Jesus  has  to  do 
with  sealing  the  restored  brothers.  Both  pro¬ 
mises  assure  that  people  who  want  to  do  right 
by  each  other  will  have  God’s  blessing  and  help 

How  often  should  a  Christian  be  expected  to 
forgive  his  brother?  Seven  times  is  a  lot  for  20th 
century  Christians.  But  Jesus  insists  “seventy 
times  seven!”  There  is  no  limit. 

Bruce  Larson  was  right  when  he  said,  “When 
the  church  has  the  aroma  of  forgiveness,  the 
people  will  come”  Anybody  can  tear  something 
apart.  The  church  is  in  the  business  of 
forgiveness  and  restoration  of  lives.  Christians 
are  to  maintain  loving  relationships  with  fellow 
believers. 

Jimmy  McGee  is  pastor.  First,  Grenada. 


Joseph’s  pride  results  in  his  brothers’  revenge 


By  Gayle  Alexander 
Geaesis  37:1  to  38:3* 

Jacob  grew  up  to  a  family  of  partiality.  His 
mother  loved  hlto  aad  his  father  loved  Esau. 
Jacob  repeated  the  same  sin.  Jacob’s  partiali- 
'  was  in  the  direction  of 
itism  toward  Joseph, 
e  may  be  several 
for  this  favoritism, 
a  child  from  old  age. 
was  Rachel’s  son.  Joseph 
d  closer  attention 
use  of  the  loss  of  his 
But  most  important- 
Joseph  bore  a  much 
Alexandto  elbeer  kinship  with  him  in 
spiritual  maturity. 

This  partiality  was  exemplified  in  the  special 
“coat  of  many  rotors’  (37:3)  that  Jacob  had 
given  to  Joseph.  The  coat  was  basically  a  tunic 
that  hung  to  the  ankles  and  had  long  sleeves. 
Normally  coats  erne  only  to  the  knees  and 
were  sleeveless.  It  resembled  the  ceremonial 
robes  of  the  day,  or,  was  one  like  an  overseer 
would  wear.  Was  Jacob  given  indication  that 
Joseph  was  to  be  an  overseer  over  the  rest  of 
the  family?  Perhaps  so! 

The  brothers  felt  ill  will  toward  Joseph 
because  of  the  coat.  “When  the  brothers  saw 
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that  their  father  loved  him  more,  they  hated 
him”  (37:4).  That  hatred  was  fed  from  many 
•other  sources.  Joseph  previously  had  brought 
an  evil  report  ot  Jacob  concerning  his  brothers’ 
immorality  (37:2).  Also,  there  was  a 
background  of  family  rivalry  between  the  dif¬ 
ferent  wives,  concubines,  and  their  children. 
Furthermore,  favoritism  toward  Jacob  was  tan¬ 
tamount  to  rejection  toward  the  rest. 

Moreover,  Joseph  was  a  dreamer  and  had  the 
audacity  to  share  his  dreams.  Those  dreams  in¬ 
dicated  something  of  his  ambition  and  life 
goals.  When  he  shared  those  dreams  “they 
hated  him  all  the  more”  (37:5).  Pride  is  always 
divisive  Joseph  told  his  dreams  with  great  en¬ 
thusiasm  and  pride  indicated  by  his  use  of 
“behold”  three  times  (37:7, 9).  The  first  (beam 
about  his  sheaf  standing  upright  and  their 
sheaves  bowing  down  to  him  was  unmistakable 
TTiey  identified  the  interpretation  with  specifici¬ 
ty.  “Do  you  intend  to  reign  over  us?”  (37:8). 

The  second  dream  about  the  sun,  the  moon 
and  the  11  stars  bowing  down  to  him  carried 
basically  the  same  message  Envy  and  jealousy 
gave  way  to  malice  and  deeper  hatred.  The 
writer  would  have  us  understand  that  Joseph 


received  those  (beams  as  revelations  of  God, 
and  evidently,  the  dreams  were  the  chief  source 
of  spiritual  strength  of  Joseph  in  all  that  was 
to  follow.  Joseph  had  the  assurance  of  ultimate 
success  and  that  assurance  was  a  refuge  for 
him  when  he  suffered. 

“Go ...  see  whether  it  be  well  with  our 
brethren  . . .  and  he  came  to  Shechem”  (37:14). 
Hebron,  where  Jacob  was  living,  was  south  of 
Jerusalem  and  Shechem  was  north  of 
Jerusalem.  Joseph  had  a  journey  of  about  50 
miles.  The  field  Jacob  had  bought  (33:19)  was 
probably  where  the  sons  were  grazing  the 
herds. 

Joseph  was  not  able  to  find  his  brothers  at 
Shechem  but  inquiries  indicated  they  were  at 
Dothan.  Dothan  was  about  12  miles  away. 
Joseph  arrived  at  Dothan.  The  plot  deepened 
quickly.  Joseph  was  reveling  in  pride,  or,  was 
grossly  immature  and  insensitive,  because  he 
wore  the  special  coat.  Pride  will  always  make 
a  person  act  foolishly.  Past  guilt  caused  the 
brothers  to  feel  that  Joseph  had  come  to  spy  on 
them  again.  Their  opportunity  for  revenge  had 
arrived.  They  seized  him  and  stripped  him  of 
his  robe  The  robe  was  the  immediate  object  of 
anger  because  of  its  symbolism.  But  they 
wanted  to  get  rid  of  him. 


Joseph  probably  would  have  been  killed  then 
and  there,  but  for  the  objection  (rf  Reuben.  They 
put  him  in  a  well  which  “had  no  water  in  it” 
(37:24).  Those  pits,  or  wells,  were  dug  for  the 
purpose  of  catching  water.  Joseph  was  confin¬ 
ed  until  his  brothers  could  decide  what  they 
were  going  to  do  with  him.  We  are  not  told  why 
Reuben  was  absent  when  the  Midianites  came 
through  on  their  way  to  Egypt.  Judah  propos¬ 
ed  the  idea  they  sell  Joseph  to  them.  Judah  pro¬ 
bably  saved  Joseph’s  life  by  the  transaction. 
When  Reuben  returned,  Joseph  was  gone. 

The  deception  of  their  father  is  told  in 
37:33-36.  Ironically,  the  coat  of  favoritism  was 
the  vehicle  of  deception.  They  dipped  the  coat 
in  blood  and  allowed  their  father  to  draw  his 
own  conclusions  as  to  what  had  happened  to 
Joseph.  Joseph  had  been  sold  and  carried  off 
to  Egypt. 

This  section  closes  with  a  story  of  immorali¬ 
ty  about  Judah  and  Thmar  in  38:1-30.  Such  a 
story  shocks  us.  However,  a  marvelous  story  of 
his  pleading  for  Benjamin  is  told  in  chapter  44 
to  indicate  Judah  was  a  changed  man.  Judah 
was  in  the  lineage  of  Jesus  and  the  change  in 
him  makes  the  story  of  his  immorality 
worthwhile 

Gayle  Alexander  is  pastor.  First,  Tupelo. 


Seventh  commandment:  Beauty  of  sexual  purity 


By  M.  Dean  Register 

Few  would  doubt  that  we  have  experienced 
a  sexual  revolution  in  America.  Traditional 
moral  values  have  been  shoved  aside  by  the  bul- 
m  ly  of  indecency.  Comments 
lul  that  were  once  considered 
objectional  are  now  adver¬ 
tised  on  windows  and 
bumpers  of  automobiles. 
The  pornography  industry 
has  fed  upon  the  lust  of 
adults  and  youth  and 
maneuvered  itself  into  a 
multi-million  dollar  filth 
Register  frenzy. 

James  Dobson,  family  therapist  and  commit¬ 
tee  member  on  the  “Attorney  General’S  Report 
on  Pornography”  indicated  that  the  prolifera¬ 
tion  of  smut  has  reached  such  a  despicable 
point  that  children  are  now  the  targets  of 
exploitation. 

'A  study  in  the  state  of  Michigan  from 
1956-1979  revealed  that  41  percent  of  38,000  sex¬ 
ual  assault  cases  involved  the  use  of  porn  “just 
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prior  to  or  during  the  crime.” 

On  the  heels  of  this  bad  news  we  are  led  to 
ask,  “Where  is  the  hope?”  First,  let’s  be  clear 
about  the  gift  of  sex.  God,  in  his  infinite  wisdom 
and  unlimited  love,  created  sex.  He  is  the  ar¬ 
chitect  and  engineer  of  sex.  Everything  he 
makes  is  exceedingly  good  and  his  design  for 
sex  is  perfect. 

But  it  is  also  a  powerful  gift  that  requires 
boundaries.  God’s  boundaries  include  one  man 
and  one  woman  in  the  context  of  marriage  The 
seventh  commandment  says,  “Thou  shalt  not 
commit  adultery”  (Ex.  20:14).  The  seventh 
commandment  was  a  stunning  law  because  all 
of  Israel’s  neighbors  were  quite  promiscuous. 
Infidelity  and  immorality  were  common  prac¬ 
tices.  But  God  wanted  his  people  to  be  pure  and 
holy.  He  wanted  a  husband  and  wife  to  share 
the  gift  of  each  other  in  the  context  of  commit¬ 
ment.  Sex  without  commitment  is  like  a  bank 
note  without  a  signature  —  no  accountability. 


The  application  of  the  seventh  command¬ 
ment  primarily  falls  upon  a  married  man  hav¬ 
ing  sexual  intercourse  with  a  married  woman, 
but  it  secondarily  applies  to  much  more  Our 
Lord  applied  it  to  the  intentions  of  our  minds 
(Matt  5:27-28). 

Calvin  Miller  says  in  his  book  “The  Valiant 
Papers,"  “If  the  mind  is  straight,  the  man  will 
be  Everyone  is  the  mirror  of  his  thoughts.”  The 
battle  of  purity  is  lost  in  the  mind  before  the 
body  falls  victim  to  the  attack.  Similarly,  the 
Apostle  Paul  warned  us  to  exercise  “control” 
and  to  “abstain  from  sexual  immorality”  (I  ; 
Thess  4:1-8),  Paul’s  exhortation  is  directed  to 
singles  as  much  as  to  marrieds. 

In  addition  to  understanding  sex  as  God’s  gift 
requiring  holy  boundaries,  we  must  realize 
God’s  forgiveness  for  those  who  hqve  failed.  No 
one,  however  chosen,  blessed,  and  used  of  God, 
is  immune  to  sexual  failure  Anyone,  regardless 
of  how  many  victories  he  or  she  has  won,  can 
still  fall.  The  failure  is  sin,  but  it  is  not 
unforgivable. 

Jesus  forgave  a  woman  at  Sychar  (Jn  4),  a 


lady  in  the  temple  ( Jn  8),  and  a  weeping  damsel 
whose  tears  drenched  his  feet  (Lk  7).  Truly  an 
“ounce  of  prevention  is  worth  a  pound  of  cure.” 
Consequently,  Paul  offers  a  prescription 
against  sexual  failure  in  his  challenge  to  the 
Corinthians.  In  the  context  of  marriage,  a  hus¬ 
band  and  a  wife  should  give  careful  attention 
to  the  sexual  needs  of  one  another. 

The  advice  in  I  Corinthians  7:3-5  is  quite 
practical  and  clear:  strive  to  satisfy  each 
other’s  needs  and  do  not  deny  one  another  ex¬ 
cept  during  a  season  of  prayer.  Meeting  mutual 
needs  closes  the  door  to  extramarital  affairs. 

It  is  difficult  to  determine  if  we  are  experien¬ 
cing  the  aftershock  of  the  sexual  revolution  or 
if  the  tremors  are  still  continuing.  For  certain, 
we  are  not  so  naive  to  think  that  we  can  take 
a  casual  approach  to  the  subtle  influences  that 
distort  God’s  gift  of  sexuality.  Positive  biblical 
alternatives  can  counter  the  distortion,  but  the 
battle  of  purity  versus  perversion  is  a  fight  that 
affords  neutrality  to  no  one. 

Dean  Register  is  pastor.  First,  Gulfport. 


Forest 

Greenville 
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Clarksdale 

Marks 

Carriere 

Meridian 

Magee 

Noxapater 

Jackson 

Philadelphia 

Meridian 

Pontotoc 

McComb 

Winona 

Corinth 

Sallis 

Leland 

Brandon 

Shuqualak 

Jackson 

Big  Creek 

Hattiesburg 

Calhoun  City 

Oxford 

Kosciusko 

Blue  Springs 

Natchez 

Southaven 

Collinsville 

Coldwater 

Meridian 

Tupelo 

Greenwood 

Columbus 

Natchez 

Jackson 

Cleveland 

Sardis 

McNeill 

Laurel 

Gulfport 

French  Camp 

Columbia 

Brookhaven  . 

Crowder 

Blue  Springs 

Sandy  Hook 

Summit 

Hattiesburg 

Hernando 

Caledonia 

McComb 

Forkville 

Lexington 

Cleveland 

McComb 

Morton 

Batesville' 

Brookhaven 

Tylertown 

West  Point 


1967.00 
1922  00 
1922.00 
190100 
189700 
189618 
1896  00 
1892  00 
188705 
188300 
187700 
1854  82 
'184600 
183300 
1832  00 
183134 
180000 
179709 
1764.50 
176000 
1750.00 
1731.28 
170330 
167167 
166800 
1640.22 
163500 
1634  00 
1631.00 
162661 
1585.00 
158150 
1552  10 
155000 
155000 
152730 
1494  00 
1478.00 
147800 
1459.89 
1443.00 
142800 
1426.26 
1421  70 
1410.00 
140911 
1394.10 
1381  79 
1372.59 
136600. ' 
1350.00 
134300 
1334  00 
132197 
130720 
1294  91 
1294  00 
1282  66 
127601 
127500 
1273.06 
1249.00 


Each  January,  we  review  and  analyze  cash  gifts  received  in  Village  offices  during 
the  preceding  calendar  year.  One  of  the  more  interesting  and  gratifying  facets  of 
this  analysis  is  a  listing  of  Mississippi  Baptist  Churches  in  the  order  of  their 
designated  cash  gifts  to  our  ministry  —  "the  Honor  Roll  of  Churches/'  In  1987,  local 
Baptist  churches  contributing  designated  operating  gifts,  in  any  amount,  to  our 
ministry,  aggregated  1587.  According  to  Convention  Board  offices,  there  are  1953 
different  cooperating  churches  in  the  state.  Of  these.  202  made  operating  gifts 
$1,000.00  or  more  to  the  BCV  which  were  received  in  our  offices  during  1987  by 
December  31.  According  to  our  records,  these  “top  202”  churches  are: 
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CHURCH  CITY 


RANK  CHURCH  NAME 


40002  29 

24798.00 

18024.00 

17443.76 

9364  25 

8338.03 

8024.10 

7719.70 

758643 

6676.00 

6332.0Q, 

625200 

6025.00 

5939.00 

5158.22 

5127.00 

4926.00 

4856.91 

483900 

468700 

4587.00 

4310.00 

4267.00 

4250.83 

424500 

423155 

402950 


Water  Valley 

Forest 

Booneville 

Jackson 

Quitman 

Clinton 

Jackson 

Jackson 

Vicksburg 

Greenville 


First  Baptist  Church 
Forest  Baptist  Chureh 
First  Baptist  Church 
First  Baptist  Church.  Jackson 
Rolling  Creek  Baptist  Church 
Morrison  Heights  Baptist  Church 
Hillcrest  Baptist  .Church 
Woodland  Hitts  Baptist  Church 
First  Baptist  Church 
First  Baptist  Church 
First  Baptist  Church 
First  Baptist  Church 
Raymond  Baptist  Church 
First  Baptist  Church 
First  Baptist  Church 
First  Baptist  Church 
Ingomar  Baptist  Church 
Meadville  Baptist  Church 
First  Baptist  Church 
First  Baptist  Church 
Briar  Hill  Baptist  Church 
Mount  Zion  Baptist  Church-Tate 
Harrisburg  Baptist  Church 
Tylertown  Baptist  Church 
First  Baptist  Church 
First  Baptist  Church 
Broadmoor  Baptist  Church 
First  Baptist  Church 
Van  Winkle  Baptist  ChQrc^^,,,', 

First  Baptist  Church 
Tate  Street  Baptist  Church 
First  Baptist  Church 
Mount  Moriah  Baptist  Church 
Liberty  Baptist  Church 
First  Baptist  Church, 

First  Baptist  Church 
Hollandale  Baptist  Church 
First  Baptist  Church 
First  .  Baptist  Church 
Sylvarena  Baptist  Church 
Parkway  Baptist  Church 
First  Baptist  Church 
First  Baptist  Church 
First  Baptist  Church 
Temple  Baptist  Church 
First  Baptist  Church 
Poplar  Springs  Drive  Baptist  Church 
Leaf  Baptist  Church 
First  Baptist  Church 
First  Baptist  Church 
Centreville  Baptist  Church 
Calvary  Baptist  Church 
First  Baptist  Church 
Northwest  Baptist  Association 
State  Boulevard  Baptist  Church 
First  Baptist  Church 
Grays  Creek  Baptist  Church 
First  Baptist  Church 
DeKalb  Baptist  Church 
First  Baptist  Church 
Calvary  Baptist  Church 
Roseland  Park  Baptist  Church 
Colonial  Heights  Baptist  Church 
Midway  Baptist  Church 
First  Baptist  Church 
Bethel  Baptist  Church 
Rienzi  Baptist  Church 
First  Baptist  Church 
Northminster  Baptist  Church 
Williamsville  Baptist  Church 
First  Baptist  Church 
New  Prospect  Baptist  Church 
Union  Seminary  Baptist  Church 
Society  Hill  Baptist  Church 
Springfield  Baptist  Church 
North  Greenwood  Baptist  Church 
First  Baptist  Church 
Phalti  Baptist  Church 
Highland  Baptist  Church 
First  Baptist  Church 
Enon  Baptist  Church 
Indian  Springs  Baptist  Church 
First  Baptist  Church 
Unity  Baptist  Church 
First  Baptist  Church 
■“Macedonia  Baptist  Church 


MEMORIALS 

Dec.  9,  1987 
January  6,  1988 


Esmond 

Louisville 

Nfew  Albany 

Meadville 

Crystal  Springs 

Hazlehurst 

Florence 

Independence 

Tupelo 

Tylertown 

Florence 

Brandon 

Jackson 

McComb 

Jackson 

Clinton 

Corinth 

Winona 

Bogue  Chitto 

Liberty 

Laurel 

Columbus 

Hollandale 

Bruce 

Gulfport  • 

Raleigh 

Jackson 

Picayune 

Itta  Bena 

Greenwood 

Hattiesburg 

Union 

Meridian 

Leaf 

Batesville 

New  Augusta 

Centreville 

Jackson 

Aberdeen 

Hernando 

Meridian 

Quitman 

Hernando 

-Eupora 

DeKalb 

West  Point 

Tupelo 

Picayune 

Jackson 

Meridian 

Meridian 

Poplarville 

Rienzi 

Anguilla 

Jackson 

Kosciusko 

Magee 

Brookhaven 

Laurel 

Oak  Vale 

Morton 

Greenwood 

Okolona 

Prentiss 

Meridian 

Coffeeville 

Jayess 

Hattiesburg 

Charleston 

Picayune 

Waynesboro 

Tupelo  '  \ 


Mrs.  Marie  Sutton 
.Mr.  &  Mrs.  Jimmy  Rogers 
Mrs.  (lollie  B.  Sweeden 
Mr  &  Mrs.  Tom  Rice 
Mrs.  Mary  Bell  Tadlork 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Robert  E.  Denson 
Gary  Taylor 

Mr  4  Mrs  Donald  E  Taylor 

Mr.  John  V.  Thomas 

Mr  &  Mrs.  Charles  V 
Thomas 

Mrs.  Anabel  Thomas 
Mr  &  Mrs  Herman  Boroughs 
Mrs.  O'Neal  Thomas 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  Garland  R.  •• 
Parish 

Virginia  Thomason 
Mr  4  Mrs  Paul  J  Pryor 
Mary  Thompson 
Mrs.  Jean  Bnster 

i* 

■Mr*,  Gladys  Thompson 
Louis  4  Lillian  Bolder 
Mrs.  Mattie  Sue  Thornton 
Mr  4  Mrs  J.  A  Thigpen  Jr 
Sidney  B.  Thornton 
Mr  4  Mrs  James  T  Bridges 
Mrs.  Emily  Tims 
Mr  4  Mrs.  William  Moore 
Noel  Toler  <*'> 

Mrs  Martha  T.  Simmons 
Mr.  W.ly.  Tompkins 
Mr  4  Mrs  Bobby  Howell  4 
Haley 

AHeen  Traylor  IT*. 

Mr  E  C  Traylor  vo 

Mrs.  Vernon  Trevathan 
Love  Class.  FBC  Meridian' 
Mrs.  Josephine  Jacobs  Turner 
Undine  B  Spain 
William  4  Eddie  Lou 
Peacock 

Mr  John  Upchurch 
Linda  4  Watson  Purvis 
Joe  Upton 

The  Billy  Armstrong  Family 
Bobby  Valentine 
Mr  Grady  McLaurin 
Mrs.  Wheeler  Van  Smith 
Lorraine  Smith 
Dr.  David  G.  Vesely 
Mr  4  Mrs.  Ira  D.  Fowler 
Stanley  Viner 

Mr  4  Mrs  Fred  Roberts.  Jr 
4  Family 

Mr.  Victor  Waggoner 
Mr  4  Mrs.  Jack  Itardage 
Mr.  4  Mrs.  Joe  Wagner 
Mr  4  Mrs  Sidney  Wagner 
Mr.  James  Walker 
Mr  4  Mrs  Kent  Boleware  4 
Family 

Mrs.  Gladys  Walker 
Mr  4  Mrs  E  H  Ashbum  Sr 
Mrs.  Gertrude  Walsh 
Forest  Baptist  Church 
Henry  lltenol  Walters 
Mrs  Roberta  Graves 
Lisa  luintrip  Warren 
Mr  4  Mrs.  Larry  Goudelock 
Mr.  Horace  Warren 
Mrs  Horace  D  Warren 
Dr.  Edwin  Alexander  Watson. 


3819.00 
3784.00 
3643.00 
3642.00 
359954 
3568  71 
3531.00 
3453.00 
3445.00 
3362  46 
3341.00 
3340.00 
330155 
3223.93 
3218.61 
3163.00 
3154  00 
306675 
306068 
3030.00 
2973.00 
293500 
2852  00 
281319 
2750.00 
2725  04 
269980 
269800 
2674  10 
263010 
2684  00 
2552  65 
2520.00 
250850 
250000 
248555 
248500 
2462  26 
244000 
243500 
242612 
240000 
233500 
232983 
2310-34 
222900 
222500 
219300 
2192  45 
215815 
2152.00 
2147.00 
2125.00 
209100 
2077.50 
205600 
2005.00 


124766 


Washington 


124500 
1228.00 
122600 
120000 
120000 
120000 
120000 
1184  Q0 
1162  00 
116100 
115510 
115394 
114300 
114100 
114000 
113700 
113700 
1131.00 
113000 
112500 
111875 
1115.74 
1102  25 
110000 
110000 
110000 
109900 
109800 
108500 
108200 
1078.00 
1075.00 
107100 
106619 
106104 
105500 
105000 
105000 
1045  25 
103725 
103000 
1026.00 
1020 16 
102000 
101816 
101400 
101000 
100500 
100100 
iooooOi 
100000 
100000 
100000 


Pearl 

Crystal  Springs 

Yazoo  City 

Florence 

Meridian 

Mendenhall 

Hattiesburg 

Sturgis 

Booneville 

Gloster 

New  Albany 

Bolton 

Rolling  Fork 

Cedar  Bluff 

Belden 

Mendenhall 

Sturgis 

Hofcomb 

Jackson 

Flora 

Starkville 

Newton 

Myrtle 

Jackson 

Brookhaven 

Prentiss 

Carthage 

Pascagoula 

Big  Creek 

Meridian 

Silver  Creek 

Raymond 

Greenville 

Centreville 

Georgetown 

Pachuta 

Walnut  Grove 

Raymond 

Pelahatchie 

Kosciusko 

Belzom 

Gallman 

Seminary 

Lena 

Belmont 

Ackerman 

Tupelo 

Corinth 

Starkville 

West 

Pearl 

Taylorsville 

DeKalb 


Hamp  It  Lucille  Retd 
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How  can  I 
make  up  for 
wrongs? 


SOUTHERN  BAPTIST  RADIO- TV  COMMISSION  /  PORT  WORTH.  TX  7*1  SO 


Q  U  E  ST  I O  N  You  cannot  go  back  and  undo  the 

wrong  that  has  been  done  But  does 
~  When  I  was  growing  up.  I  fell  in  this  mean  the  future  must  be  ruin- 
with  the  wrong  crowd  and  got  in-  ed  as  well?  Certainly  not.  God  can 
volved  in  some  really  bad  things,  redeem  even  the  past,  if  you  are 
I  fought  with  my  parents  and  broke  willing  to  confess  your  sins  to  him 
their  hearts  because  of  my  and  to  those  you  have  wronged, 
rebellion  and  wild  living.  Now  all  Talk  with  your  parents  about  your 
my  so-called  friends  are  gone  regret  for  what  has  happened  and 
who-knows-where,  and  I  have  about  what  you  can  do  to  atone  for 
alienated  all  my  family  and  church  your  mistakes.  Survey  your  situa- 
friends.  Even  God  seems  so  far  tion  to  see  what  alternatives  are 
away.  Why  has  he  abandoned  me  open  to  you.  Get  busy  doing 
like  this?  How  can  I  ever  make  up  something  constructive  with  your 
for  all  the  wrong  things  I've  done?  life,  instead  of  wasting  your 

energies  in  punishing  yourself  for 
the  destructive  actions  of  the  past. 
ANSWER  Be  assured  that  God  has  not 

abandoned  you.  If  he  seems  far 
You  have  come  face  to  face  with  away,  it  is  not  he  who  has  moved! 
the  hard  truth  that  actions  have  He  is  there  beside  you,  waiting  for 
consequences.  That  is  one  you  to  stop  trying  to  manage  all 
characteristic  of  youth :  it  is  hard  these  things  by  yourself  instead  of 
for  them  to  realize  that  their  daily  trusting  him  to  forgive  and 
choices  —  which  may  seem  very  redeem. .  He  will  not  erase  the 
unimportant  and  trivial  —  may  mistakes  of  the  past,  but  He  will 
have  lifetime  consequences.  help  you  deal  with  the  conse- 
Can  you  change  the  past?  No.  quences. 


Association,  discusses  the  future  possibilities  of  the  Bible  study 
which  meets  in  Scott's  home  once  a  week 


Home  missionary  Dolores  Thomas  (r)  shares  breakfast  with 
Betty  Scott,  postmistress  in  Camden,  Maine.  Thomas,  who 
serves  as  church  starter  for  the  Upper  New  England  Baptist 


Starting  churches  is  Maine 
effort  for  Delores  Thomas 


Editors  work  for  ’91 
commentary  debut 


By  Susan  Todd 

BIRMINGHAM,  Ala.  —  Home  mis-  studies  are  held,"  she  said.  “1  make  joys  is  when  we  see  a  new  - work 
sionary  Dolores  Thomasnever  intend-  contacts  and  visits  during  the  day.”  develop  and  watch  the  Lord  call 
ed  to  be  a  church  starter.  But  when  During  the  evening,  she  meets  with  leaders  from  within  the  group." 
she  “walked  through  the  back  door,”  adults  to  lead  them  in  Bible  study,  Besides  traveling  throughout  the 
it  just  happened  naturally.  with  hopes  that  each  group  will  state  to  lead  Bible  studies,  Thomas 

Thomas  and  her  husband,  Gordon,  become  an  established  church.  meets  quarterly  with  the  pastors  of 
were  appointed  by  the  Southern  Bap-  Baptists  in  four  Maine  towns  —  Maine  and  their  spouses.  They  gather 
tist  Home  Mission  Board  in  1962  to  Augusta,  Farmington,  Belfast  and  to  coordinate  strategies  and  to  plan 
begin  a  mission  in  Maine.  She  assisted  Blue  Hill  —  have  recently  establish-  for  the  work  of  Southern  Baptists  in 
her  husband  in  his  pastoral  ministry  ed  a  church  or  mission  which  began  Maine. 

and  directed  weekday  ministries  for  as  a  Bible  study.  She  also  directs  the  work  of  all  sum- 

children.  Through  their  work,  she  But  it  isn’t  always  easy.  Thomas  mer  missions  volunteers.  “In  1967,  we 
became  a  seasoned  church  starter,  faces  many  hindrances  in  starting  had  263  volunteers  —  youth  mission 
When  her  husband  died  suddenly  of  churches  in  Maine.  Growth  is  slow,  groups,  adult  groups,  individuals  and 
a  heart  attack  in  1976,  Thomas  Public  places  in  which  to  meet  are  not  couples,”  she  said.  “I  assign  them  to 
struggled  with  a  crucial  life  decision,  always  available.  And  it  often  takes  a  areas  of  new  church  starts.  They  help 
“We  had  been  there  for  14  years,"  she  while  for  community  members  to  us  to  do  surveys  and  lead  Backyard 
said.  “For  the  next  two  years,  I  trust  her.  “You  have  to  prove  yourself  Bible  Clubs.” 
struggled  to  determine  what  the  Lord  by  being  there  for  a  while,”  she  said.  Thomas  also  chairs  a  committee 
would  have  me  to  do.  It  seemed  that  “There  are  so  many  groups  meeting,  which  is  responsible  for  building  a 
my  call,  also,  was  to  that  area.”  some  of  them  cultish.  The  trust  level  conference  center  for  the  Upper  New 
She  continued  to  work  in  Christian  is  not  very  high.”  England  Baptist  Association.  She 

social  ministries  programs  in  Maine  Above  all  obstacles,  one  looms  coordinates  construction  groups  and 
until  1984.  At  that  time,  the  Home  Mis-  greater.  There  aren’t  enough  people  to  volunteers  in  the  building  project, 
sion  Board  reappointed  her  as  a  do  the  work.  “We  need  more  trained  A  quarterly  newsletter  also  falls 
church  starter.  r-  leadership  or  persons  who  would  be  under  her  responsibilities. 

Tbday,  Thomas  leads  Bible  studies  willing  to  be  trained.  If  we  had  more  Despite  her  work  load,  Thomas  is 
in  three  Maine  towns.  She  also  en-  leadership,  we  would  see  so  much  excited  about  starting  churches.  “The 
courages  and  equips  existing  chur-  more  accomplished.  Lord  keeps  us  encouraged  by  doing 

ches  as  they  support  mission  churches  “Pray  thaf  the  Lord  would  send  something  new  every  week.  I  don’t 
and  Bible  studies.  laborers,”  Thomas  said.  “I  don’t  want  to  paint  a  picture  of  it  being  easy. 

-  The  days  Thomas  leads  Bible  necessarily  mean  for  him  to  send  It  is  a  struggle,  but  the  Lord  keeps  us 
studies  start  early.  “I  try  to  spend  the  them  from  without,  but  to  call  them  encouraged.” 

day  working  in  the  area  where  the  from  within.  One  of  our  great,  great  Susan  Todd  writes  for  WMU.  SBC. 


By  Jim  Lowry 

DALLAS  ( BP)  —  Consulting  editors  The  maximum  length  of  a  volume 
for  a  new  40-volume  Bible  commen-  will  be  400  pages,  with  the  book  of 
tary  to  be  published  by  Broadman  Psalms  requiring  two  300-page 
Press  met  in  Dallas  in  mid-January  volumes.  Several  volumes  will  include 
to  begin  the  process  of  selecting  more  than  one  book  of  the  Bible, 
writers  and  recommending  details  to  Jim  Lowry  writes  for  the  Sunday 
move  toward  a  1991  debut.  School  Board. 

The  six  consulting  editors,  meeting  _ 

with  General  Editor  Michael  Smith,  P* 


frequently  spoke  of  the  willingness 
and  enthusiasm  of  Southern  Baptist 
scholars  who  have  been  approached 
regarding  their  interest  in  par¬ 
ticipating  in  the  project. 

The  commentary  project,  which 
began  with  authorization  from 
Southern  Baptist  Sunday  School 
Board  trustees  in  February  1967,  may 
include  as  many  as  50  writers  and 
more  than  24,000  manuscript  pages  of 
biblical  and  theological  translation 
and  interpretation.  Smith  said. 

Consulting  Editor  L.  Russ  Bush  III, 
associate  professor  of  philosophy  of 
religion  at  Southwestern  Seminary, 
said  his  hopes  for  the  commentary  are 
that  it  will  “provide  a  useful  tool  for 
pastors  and  Sunday  school  teachers 
which  would  build  up  the  body  of 
Christ  by  giving  more  knowledge  of 
Scripture.  The  time  is  right  for  Bap¬ 
tists  to  produce  a  commentary  with 
is  based  in  Jerusalem,  distributed  extensive  exegesis  of  Scripture." 
11,737  complete  Bibles,  5,838  New  Smith  said  Broadman  expects  to 
Testaments  and  18,945  scripture  release  about  10  volumes  of  the  corn- 
portions.  '  mentary  each  year  after  the  initial 

release  in  June  of  1991. 
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Israel  curtails  New  Testament  in  schools 


February  18,  1988 


Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205 


